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UNESCO's new Dialogue
Dialogue, a quarterly review :
produced by UNESCO’s Office of |
Public Information for Latin :
America and the Caribbean,
appeared in April, providing the
Organization with a new means

of publicizing its activities in the
region. The magazine also
examines, through a main

theme and interviews, different
aspects of Latin American life.
The third (October 1991) issue

of Dialogue analyses current
thinking in the new world ‘
geopolitical context and looks at
the situation of Latin American |
youth today. Dialogue, which |
now also appears in English and
French, is distributed free by the
UNESCO Bureau in Caracas,

Box 68394, Caracas 1062-A,
Venezuela.

|
|
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A 4,000-year-old iceman

The perfectly preserved corpse
of a Bronze Age man was found
last September in a glacier |
3,200 metres up in the
mountains of the Austrian Tyrol.
The discovery of the corpse,
together with weapons and ‘
other objects found in the
vicinity, may shed light on little-
known aspects of life in Europe
4,000 years ago. Carbon-14
dating should make it possible
to definitely establish the age of
the iceman, even if the reasons
for his presence so high up in
the hills remain a mystery.

HEN

A prize for peace

The UNESCO Prize for Peace
Education for 1991 has been
awarded to Ruth Leger Sivard of
the United States and to the
Cours Sainte-Marie de Hann in
Senegal, one of UNESCO’s
Associated Schools. The prize,
which was established in 1980
by UNESCO's Executive Board
thanks to a donation from the
Japan Shipbuilding Industry ‘
Foundation, is awarded annually
by an international jury of
intellectuals, religious figures,
educators and statesmen. It
rewards individuals and
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institutions that have achieved
distinction through actions
aimed at mobilizing opinion in
the cause of peace.
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UNESCO issues directory of
children’s institutions

To encourage contacts between
organizations and individuals
around the world working to
improve the condition of young
children, UNESCO has published
an International Directory on the
Young Child and the Family
Environment. It contains entries
on 670 institutions in 116
countries, and also includes
basic economic and
demographic data about each
nation, covering such subjects
as the infant mortality rate, the
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female illiteracy rate, the fertility j

rate, gross national product, the
level of access to local health
care and the number of
underweight children under the
age of 5. The Directory can be
obtained free from the Director
of the Young Child and the
Family Environment Project,
UNESCO, 7, Place de Fontenoy,
75700 Paris, France.

HEN

Reporting on the environment
Last August UNESCO launched
the first of a series of brochures
entitled “Environment and
Development Briefs” with a
report on “‘Debt for Nature”
swaps, designhed to finance
conservation projects by
renegotiating Third World debts.
Illustrated with colour photos
and high-quality graphics, the
brochures are written by
specialists but in non-technical
language. They are targeted
primarily at policy- and decision-
makers in business and
government who need an
authoritative overview of global
environment and development
issues and possible strategies
for action. Themes of upcoming
Briefs include ocean observation,
long-term monitoring of
ecological change, water
management in urban areas,
mitigation of natural hazards,
and the sustaining of tropical
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soil fertility. Further information
can be obtained from the
Bureau for the Co-ordination of
Environmental Programmes,
UNESCO, 7, Place de Fontenoy,
75700 Paris, France.
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Dido honoured

A sculpture of Elyssa, the model
for the Dido of Virgil's Aeneid,
will be unveiled to mark the
inauguration of an arts festival
to be held at Carthage (Tunisia),
in June 1992. A sister of King
Pygmalion of Tyre, Elyssa was,
according to legend, the founder
of Carthage, originally a
Phoenician settlement. The
festival, the ““Journées
Internationales des Arts
Plastiques de Carthage"’, will
include round-table discussions,
seminars, conferences of artists
and archaeologists, music
recitals, dance and poetry
performances and other events
designed to evoke the
Mediterranean cultural heritage
and the affinities between the
countries of the region. The long-
term objective of the festival is
the establishment at Carthage
of an international arts centre
and a museum of daily life.

HEN

Commemorating American
Indian culture

In 1998 the National Museum of
the American Indian is scheduled
to open its doors in Washington
D.C. The new museum’s
collections will be managed in a
way designed to meet criticisms
made over the years by Indian
communities about the
presentation of their culture by
anthropologists. The treatment
accorded to human remains and
to ritual and funerary objects
dug up accidentally or during
archaeological excavations has
been particularly controversial,
and in future these will be
returned to the communities
that ask for them.

HEN
Fishing for medicines
The first stage of a lengthy

i

i

1

|
i
|

“pharmaceutical fishing” project !
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has recently been completed
off the Tunisian coast. Twenty-
five scientists and divers
aboard the ketch Fleur de
Passion collected about a
hundred specimens of sponges,
algae and phytoplankton for
laboratory examination. All of
these organisms are known to
secrete chemicals to defend
themselves against predators or
pathogenic agents, and it is
thought that these substances
could have medicinal uses. In
the course of the project, which
is expected to last until 1994,
the boat will also travel to the
Indian Ocean and to Southeast
Asia.

HEN

Children’s tales

The 7th Salon du Livre de
Jeunesse—a children’s book
fair—will be held in the Paris
suburb of Montreuil from 28
November until 2 December. It
will be preceded by an
international symposium on the
traditional tales that still

inspire many contemporary
writers for children and young
people. One talking point will be
how, at a time of increasing
cultural uniformity, to preserve
the diversity of the cultures in
which traditional tales are
valued.

EER

Galileo rediscovered
Thirty-four letters sent by
Galileo from Florence

to an unidentified correspondent
were revealed for the first time
in September at a seminar

held in Venice under UNESCO
auspices to mark the 400th
anniversary of the great Italian
astronomer’s acceptance

of the chair of mathematics at
the University of Padua. Written
during the eight years preceding
Galileo’s condemnation by the
Inquisition in 1633, the letters
show the astronomer under
great stress and gradually giving
way to pessimism. The
correspondence was
rediscovered by researchers in
the library of the Bishops of
Bologna.

IN BRIEFau =

43


















UNESCO's General Conerence

Federico Mayr

Director-Genera

world cannot be at peace. The duty of fraternity is an ethical
imperative, for humanity is one and indivisible in its diversity.

B We are still far from this state of solidarity.

— That 1s why we are going through an uncertain transitional
period in which the best and the worst exist side by side, in
which the highest expectations are accompanied by terrible
risks. It would be more accurate to talk in terms of several tran-
sitions, taking place in different time-scales and at different
rhythms, yet linked to one another, inextricably intertwined.
In some cases national sovereignty and independence are leadmg
to extremes of nationalism based on exclusivity and rejection.
Alas, from the blossoming of cultural identities in a framework
of freedom it is possible to take 3 pathological course which
leads to the exclusion of others. When there is a rapid recrudes-
cence of nationalism which has been repressed for dozens of
years, only democracy can peacefully reconcile the active coex-
istence of all cultures and languages.

The transition between totalitarianism and democracy is
not easy. It implies the passage from a war economy to a peace
economy, and above all from a war culture to a peace culture.
Our models of economic development have led to the sacrifice
of the environment and the human condition to the require-
ments of productivity. Man and nature share an indivisible
destiny.

All these changes vary according to places and situations,
but today everything is changing rapidly as developments in
communications and the media shrink the planet. Humanity
has some interests and hopes that are held in common and
others that differ and are even contradictory. UNESCO must
in its thinking and in its action take account of this “living
matter”’.

MW Could you explain what you mean by different time-scales,
rhythms, interests and hopes?

— Look at a world map. Africa, Asia, Western Europe, North
America, Latin America, Eastern Europe, the Arab world. The
configuration of problems and priorities differs widely from
one cultural region to another.

In Africa demands for democratization are making them-
selves felt. Regional and international co-operation is necessary
to make possible an economic take-off based on the realities,
the genius, and the creativity of the African peoples.

In Eastern Europe the fall of totalitarianism is opening the
way to freedom and national self-determination but also to dis-
trust and prejudices which are rooted in a more or less distant
past and which must be overcome because they threaten peace
and risk fomenting clashes between peoples.

In Latin America a common trend has become apparent
among the peoples of Latin culture since the fall of the dictator-
ships. These peoples are tackling the problems posed by the
modernization of their societies, while at the same time bearing
a very heavy burden of external debt. ‘

In Asia, modernization is already under way, but it is
accompanied by demographic pressure that is giving rise to new
contradictions in a world whose time-honoured cultures must
integrate the latest technological and scientific advances.

In Western Europe and North America, where the
privileges of wealth, knowledge and power are concentrated,
questions are asked about the meaning and use of these advan-
tages. Even there inequality is increasing and leading to turmoil
as Western societies search for values adapted to new condi-
tions of life, work and leisure. In a world that is both increas-
ingly united and increasingly inegalitarian, the need for
solidarity and sharing is very strong.

M What can UNESCO do in face of all these transitions?

— It alone can help to encourage in the international commu-
nity a meeting of minds based on the universal values defined
in the United Nations Charter—especially since it has had forty-
five years of unique experience.

There is an alchemy of intellectual co-operation, of the
gradual coming together of ideas, just as there is an alchemy
of incomprehension, discrimination and discord. The former
can only prevail if there is a relentless determination to defend
everything that brings people together and unites them. Clearly
this does not mean suppressing originality in the interests of
a generalized uniformity. Respect for differences is of vital
importance, for unity can only be achieved in a debate which
takes account of the individualit'y of each person, the specific
features of each culture, the flowering of each people.

Culture, the cultural dimension of peace and of sustainable
development with a human face, will be at the top of the polit-
ical agenda, at the national and global levels. It has too often
been treated as ornamental in bilateral accords, as the cherry
on the cake, added for the sake of decoration without anyone
really believing in it.

M Are there rules of emulation in creativity just as there are rules
for economic competition and rules for road traffic?

— Yes. UNESCO has a duty to serve two complementary pur-
poses: individuality and universalism. I must repeat that the
defence of one’s own identity should not lead to the rejection
of other people’s. We know, however, that this can happen and
we must fight against this perversion. It is thus of crucial impor-
tance to respect the universal values and rules without which
communication and exchange would be impossible.
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