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PREFACE.

In the education ofyouth three objects

preſented themselves to my mind : to

prevent the wafſte of time in ſchool ; to

render the condition of pupils pleaſant to

themselves ; and to lead the attention

to proper purſuits. In other words, my

purpoſe was to make good ſcholars, good

men, and good Chriſtians .

In charge of a new inſtitution, and, by

ſituation, free from any bias or trammel

that might warp the mind or ſhackle ex-

ertion, I tried every method, which a

long and earnest attention to the nature

and diſpoſition of youth ſuggeſted, to

accomplish theſe ends to my own fatis-

faction. After many attempts, with va-

rious ſucceſs, I reſted in a ſyſtem, fur-

paſſing, in its effect, any expectation I

had formed, and " far exceeding the moſt

fanguine hopes" of the directors of the

a3 inftitution,
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inſtitution, and others intereſted in the

event.

The experiment, thus made at Madras,

has appeared to thoſe, who have wit-

neſſed the reſult, convincing and deciſive

in regard to charitable eſtabliſhments ;

and the plan of education, there adopted,

has, after the experience of ſeveral years,

been, by those whoſe opinions are likely

to have the greatest weight, recommended

to fimilar eſtabliſhments. How far fuch

a ſyſtem will apply to education in ge-

neral, may be inferred from the tenour

of the following report. That farther

and fimilar trials may be made, and the

fucceſs, in every inſtance, ascertained by

experience, is the aim ofthis publication.

INTRO-
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INTRODUCTION.

COPY.

Feb. 10th, 1796.

LORD HOBART preſents his compliments to

Dr. Bell, and has the pleaſure to acquaint him

that he has read with much attention the ex-

tracts from the Reports of the Male Afylum,

which he tranſmitted to him, and is of opinion

that the ſyſtem is ſo good, and fo well calcu-

lated to promote the purpoſes of education in

general, but more particularly in eſtabliſhments

fimilar to that which has evidently derived fuch

important advantages from it, that he confiders

its promulgation to the public might be at-

tended with the moſt beneficial effects .

EXTRACTS
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EXTRACTS ofGENERAL LETTERS from the

Government of Fort St. George to the Honour-

able the Court of Directors of the East India

Company, in the Military Department.

T

1793, Jan. 30th. Para. 77. We have the

honour to fend in the packet copy of a letter

from the Directors of the Male Orphan So-

ciety, with the annual report of the ſtate of the

inſtitution and its funds, a return of the boys

on the foundation, and copy of the regulations

ofthe ſchool, as they have been lately enlarged

and improved.

Para . 78. We think it due to the Rev.

Dr. Bell, who ſuperintends the education of

the boys, to obſerve, that his unremitting zeal

and attention to the objects of the trust com-

mitted to him deſerve our particular approba-

tion.

1794, Feb. 18th. Para. 110. In the 46th

para. of this Addreſs we have referred your

Honourable Court to the Report tranfmitted

from the Directors of the Male Aſylum, re-

lative
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lative to the rife and progreſs of that inſtitu-

tion; and, as this ſubject is now fully before

you, we think it a justice due to the Rev. Dr.

Bell to teſtify our approbation of the zeal,

ability, and fucceſs, with which he has con-

ducted the ſchool belonging to this charity, for

more than four years, entirely correſponding to

the difintereſted motives which induced him

toundertake the charge, anduniforınly tode-

cline all proffered falary for the taſk.

1796, Aug. 16th. Para 23. In the lift of

perfons permitted to proceed toEurope on fur-

lough, tranfmitted with our laſt addreſs, the

name of the Rev. Dr. Bell appears, who was

faid to have received an advance of fix

months chaplain's pay. This gentleman, not

being prepared to leave India at that time,

drew nothing in advance, but now avails

himself of the permiſſion we then granted,

under the orders of the fupreme government.

We have often had occafion to notice the me-

ritorious conduct of Dr. Bell in his manage-

ment of the School for Male Orphans (of

which
7
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which he has had the charge from its firſt in-

ſtitution to the preſent time) , as well as in his

general character, which has been at all times

exemplarily correct. And here we must ob-

ſerve, that the extraordinary degree of ſucceſs

which has attended the mode of education in-

troduced by him, has gone beyond all ex-

pectation, and does him the highest credit.

But this will be better known by a reference

to the papers, which we have the honour to

ſend a number in the packet. And in re-

commending them to your confideration, and

the author to your favour, we do no more

than common juſtice exacts from us, and

what we are well aſſured, both will be found

moſt particularly to merit.

COPY ofa LETTER to the Honourable SirJohn

SHORE, Bart. Governor General, in Council,

at Fort William.

HONOURABLE SIR,

Dated 6th Aug. 1796.

THE Military Male Orphan Afylum hav-

ing flourished under a ſyſtem of tuition alto-

gether

!
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gether new, we are defirous of diffufing, ef-

pecially in India, the report of its progreſs and

preſent ſtate, and the mode of teaching prac-

tiſed there, with a view to extend any benefits

which may ariſe from this ſyſtem amongst that

claſs of children to whom it ſeems peculiarly

adapted.

We have therefore the honour of tranfmit-

ing a copy of the Rev. Dr. Bell's laſt report

of the ſchool, extracted from the records of

the inſtitution, which we recommend as de-

ſerving the attention of thoſe who intereſt

themſelves in the education and welfare of the

rifing generation.

Wehave the honour to be, with reſpect,

Honourable Sir,

Your moſt obedient, humble ſervants,

(Signed) HOBART,

ALURED CLARKE,

EDWARD SAUNDERS,

E. W. FALLOFIELD .

The counterpart to the government of

Bombay.
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ERRATA.

Page 38, dele Appendix ; and for 7 read 17

Jan.

45, infert at top Appendix.

The following are the Report and Papers to

which a reference is made above.



MALE

OF THE

ASYLUM

AT

EGMORE,

NEAR

FORT ST. GEORGE, EAST INDIES.

-I know him, that he will command his children, and his

houſehold after him, and they ſhall keep the way of the Lord,

todojustice and judgment.-GENESIS xviii. 19.

Train up a child in the way he ſhould go, and whenhe is old,he

will not depart from it.-PROVERBS xxii . 6.

" It was the wiſdom of ancient times," ſays Seneca, " to confider

what is most useful as moſt illustrious."
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURADLE

LORD HOBART, PRESIDENT,

THE

VICE-PRESIDENTS, AND DIRECTORS,

OF THE

MALE ASYLUM.

In compliance with the direction of the com

mittee nominated to take into confideration the

remarks I took the liberty to offer in regard to

the reviſion of the code of regulations for the

MALE ASYLUM, I have the honour to fubmit

toyourlordſhip,thevice-preſidents, anddirectors,

aſhort recitalofthe mode of teachingpractiſed

atthis ſchool. In following the inſtructions of

thecommittee, it is mywish torecount, in the

plaineft terms, the economy ofthis ſchool, that

the ſcheme of education, which has frequently

beenhonoured withyour approbation, may be

fo markedout, as mayenableyou,in the future,

tomake ſuch uſe of it as may be thought moſt

conducive to the well-being of this inſtitution..

I have taken the liberty to premife a very

brief ſtatement of the foundation of this femi-

mary, for the fake of thoſe who may wish to

A2. trace
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trace it to its origin, and be informed of its

chiefobject.

It will be noticed, that the moſt part, if not

the whole, of the following plan is gradually

developed in the ſeveral reports entered on your

minutes, which I have had the honour to make

to this ſociety. In theſe are to be ſeen the

origin and progreſs of thoſe meaſures which, as

often as they have been found to fucceed on a

fair and full trial, have been adopted, and are

incorporated into the ſyſtem which is now di-

geſted. In theſe is recorded the manner in

which it has been attempted to " lay a folid

foundation for this fabric, to eſtabliſh ſuch a

work as may deſerve to be permanent, and to

give it that form and conſiſtencywhich time and

experience can alone produce for any human

inſtitution ; and which, when attained, can

onlybe ſecuredby wife precautions and falutary

checks." In theſe are to be traced " the gra-

dual and fecure ſteps" by which this object has

been profecuted, " according to the capacity,

ability, and difpofition, ofthe maſters or uſhers,

and according to the aſſiſtance I could derive

from the ſcholars acting as teachers * . "

TheHonourable the Court of Directors hav-

ing, " in their general letter ofthe 14thMarch,

*Report, iſt January, 1795.

1786,
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1786, been pleaſed to teſtify their approbation

ofthe plan eſtabliſhed at Calcutta for the edu-

cation ofthe orphan children at that ſettlement,

and to order that it ſhall be adopted at Madras,"

the Honourable the Prefident, in council at

Fort St. George, recommended, in a letter of

27th June, 1787, to the miniſters and church-

wardens to eſtabliſh a fimilar inſtitution for the

male orphans on the coast ofCoromandel. An

eſtabliſhment had been already formed, under

the patronage of Lady CAMPBELL, for the edu-

cation and maintenance offemale orphans.

At a veſtry, held on the 13th July 1787

forthis purpoſe, a committee was formed to di-

geft a plan for the education and maintenance

ofthe orphan and diſtreſſed male children of the

European military on this eſtabliſhment, con-

formably to therecommendationofgovernment.

The committee, having previoufly obtained

a return of the probable number of boys who

might be the objects of the propoſed eſtabliſh-

ment, and having calculated the probable ex-

penſe, formed upon the experience of the

actual cost of fupporting thoſe ſeminaries al-

readyeſtabliſhed onthecoast (thecharity ſchools

at the Preſideney, Tritchinopoly, &c.) , pro-

propoſed that one half of this expenſe ſhould be

defrayed by the Company, and the other by the

A3
:

community
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community by voluntary ſubſcription. The

Prefident andCouncil were pleaſed to limit this

proviſion, for the preſent, to the ſupport of an

hundred orphans ; and to appropriate Egmore

redoubt for the use of this eſtabliſhment.

The ſchool was opened in the year 1789,

when,at the request ofthe committee for form-

ing the MaleAfylum, I entered upon the charge

ofthis charitable inſtitution .

To be more particularly useful in mystation ,

than I could otherwise be, was my motive for

engaging in ſo laborious an employment.

Upon men advanced in years, and confirmed

in their habits of thinking and of living, it is al-

ways difficult to make any great impreſſion, ſo

as to produce a change or work a reformation ;

and perhaps this difficulty is increaſed in foreign

parts. But in the inſtruction ofyouth the cafe

is far otherwise . Here is a field for a clergy-

man to animate his exertion, and encourage his

diligence. Here his ſucceſs is certain, and will

bear proportion to the ability he ſhall diſcover,

the labour he ſhall beſtow, and the means he

ſhall employ. It is by inſtilling principles of

religion and morality into the minds of the

young that he can beſt accomplish the ends of

his miniſtry. It is by forming them to habits

ofdiligence, induſtry, veracity, and honesty,

and
: 8
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and by inſtructing them in useful knowledge,

that he can beſt promote their individual inte

reſt, and ſerve the ſtate to which they belong-

two purpoſes which cannot, in found policy, or

even in reality, exiſt apart.

It has long been faid, that the half-caſt chil-

dren ofthis country ſhew an evident inferiority

in the talents of the head, the qualities of the

mind, and the virtues of the heart. I will not

enter into the queſtion, How far government,

or climate, and perhaps complexion as connected

with climate, influence the character of the

human race. Whatever may be the opinion

on theſe heads, Ibelieve that the effect of edu-

cation will not be denied. All, however, will

not allow the fame influence to this caufe as

thoſe dowho have had frequent occafion to wit-

neſs its effects indifferent ſituations. I think1ſee,

in the very firſt maxims which the mothers of

theſe children inftil into their infant minds, the

fource ofevery corrupt practice, and an infalli-

ble mode of forming a degenerate race *. To

refcue

* " The ſchool promiſes fair to preſent to me the fole reward

Ihave fought of all my labours with my young pupils, by giving

to fociety an annual crop of good and useful fubjects, many of

them refcued from the loweſt ſtate of depravity and wretchedneſs.

Ifthe ſpirit I have tried to infuſe into the minds of our youths do

not evaporate, I deſpair not of proving, to the obſervant ſpectator,

that
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rescue theſe boys from this condition, if poffi-

ble, were an object worthy ofthe utmoſt ambi

tion. The difficulties, which preſented them-

ſelves to my mind, were ſufficient to ftimulate

the utmoſt exertion. The prejudices enter-

tained on this ſubject were not the leaſt ; and

ftill more the chance that manyofthoſe youths,

whenreclaimedor trained in good habits, would

again fall into fuch company as would corrupt

the best morals, and keep up the notion, that

the fault lay inthe nature of the children, ra-

ther than the condition in which they were

placed. Under all theſe circumstances, how-

ever, the expectation I entertained of ſucceſs

feemed to me to deſerve the facrifice, and to

warrant the attempt, Iwas willing to make by

wayof experiment; for I did not, on the out-

fet, foreſee that I should bring myſelf to devote

ſomany ofmy years to this work.

Thehistoryoftheſchool ofthe MaleAſylum,

that it is the perverfion of every right principle of education

which has hitherto, more than any other cauſe, ſtampt the cha-

racters of the half-cast children. Suppoſe only deceit and trick,

taught by the parent, who has generally the charge of the infant

mind, as well by example as by precept, andyouwill readily ima-

gine the conſequence. To correct this radical error will ever be

the moſt difficult part of my tafk; and it is therefore I have bent

myutmoſt endeavours to root out this perverfity." Extract of

private letter df 15thJune, 1794.

from
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from its firſt eſtabliſhment, is a detail ofdiffi-

culties. Among the teachers every thing was

to be learnt relative to the conduct of a ſchool.

The boys were, in general, ſtubborn, perverſe,

and obſtinate ; much given to lying, and ad-

dicted to trick and duplicity. And thoſe, who

were fomewhat advanced in age, or had made

any progreſs in reading or writing, were, for

the moſt part, trained in cuſtoms and habits in-

compatible with method and order. Among

theſe, however, there were happily ſeveral who

were induſtrious and attentive in a high degree ;

and wouldhave taught themselves writing and

arithmetic at any ſchool at which theyhad hap-

pened tobe placed.

Ifoon found that, if ever the ſchool was to

be brought into good order, taught according

to that method and ſyſtem which is eſſential to

every public inſtitution, it must be done either

by inſtructing uſhers in the economy of ſuch a

ſeminary, or by youths from among the pupils

trained for the purpoſe. For a long time I

kept both of theſe objects in view; but was in

the end compelled, after the moſt painful ef-

forts of perſeverance, to abandon entirely the

former, and adhere ſolely to the latter. I found

it difficult beyond meaſure to new model the

minds
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minds * ofmen of full years; and that when-

ever an uſherwas inſtructed ſo far as to qualify

him for diſcharging the office of a teacher of

this ſchool, I had formed a man who could earn

amuch higher ſalary than was allowed at this

charity, and on far easier terms. My fucceſs,

onthe other hand, in training my young pu-

pils in habits of ſtrict diſcipline and prompt obe-

dience exceeded myexpectation ; and every ſtep

of my progreſs has confirmed and rivetted in

my mind the fuperiority of this new mode of

conducting a ſchool through themedium ofthe

ſcholars themſelves.

Oneofmy firſt eſſays, forIthought nothing

beneath my attention that was topromote the

welfare of the rifing generation, and perhaps

eſtabliſh a ſeminary ofpublic utility for ages to

* " It is a more difficult taſk to train ushers-men grown up

indifferent habits, and drawn from occupations widely different,

to that knowledge, order, method, and inflexible but mild dif.

cipline, eſſential to the right conduct and just improvement of

their pupils, And it is not leſs difficult to inſpire them with that

conftant and earnest attention to the conduct and behaviour of the

boys, which is neceſſary to wean their infant minds from the per

nicious maxims and habits of their earliest youth, and the conta-

gionofevil example; and to inculcate upon them, at everyturn,

as occafion offers, the value oftruth, rectitude, honeſty, morality,

and religion, both as affording them the best chance of ſucceſs in

this life, and enſuring the certainty of happineſs in the future

ſtate." Report, 1st Jan. 1795.

come,
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come,was to inſtruct beginners in the alphabet.

I had, at firſt ſight of a Malabar ſchool, adopted

the idea of teaching the letters in ſand ſpread

over a board or bench before the ſcholars, as

on the ground in the ſchools of the natives of

this country ; a practice which, by the bye,

will elucidate a paſſage * in holy writ better

than fome commentators have done. But till I

hadtrainedboyswhoſe minds Icould command,

andwho only knew to do as they were bidden,

andwere not diſpoſed to dispute or evade the

orders given them, I could not fully eſtabliſh

this ſimple improvement, which has fince re-

commended itſelf to every perſon who has ſeen

it. The fame obſtacles I found in every at-

tempt I made to give the shape and form of

method to this ſchool, to adopt fuch practices

as were eſtabliſhed inthe beſt regulated femi-

naries, or to introduce, as Iwent along, ſuch

as appeared to me improvements in the uſual

mode of inſtruction .

The advantages of teaching the alphabet, by

writing the letters with the fingers in ſand,

are many. It engages and amuſes the mind,

and ſo commands the attention, that it greatly

facilitates the toil, both of the master and

* Wefee hereeveryday cuſtoms and practices illuſtrative of

theſcriptures,

ſcholar.
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1

ſcholar. It is alſo a far more effectual way

than that uſually practised, as it prevents all

learning by rote, and gives, at the inſtant and

in the firſt operation, a diſtinct and accurate

notion of the form of each letter, which in

another way is often not acquired after a long

period, and after a confiderable progreſs in read-

ing, as may be ſeen in thoſe who write letters

turned the wrong way, and other inſtances fa-

miliar to every one . It likewiſe enables them,

at the very outſet, to distinguiſh the letters of

a fimilar caſt, ſuch as b, d, p, and q, the diffi-

culty of which is known to almoſt every per-

fon whohas taught or learnt the alphabet as it

iscommonlytaught and learnt. While it thus

removes every obstacle which at firſt puzzles

beginners, and interrupts their progreſs, it at the

ſame time teaches the ſcholar to write, and is

thebeſt preparation he can have for this next

ſtage of his progreſs *.
The

*Experience has evinced here the ſucceſs of theſe meaſures,

and I am perfuaded the experiment will never fail, when it is

fairly made, and with juſt attention to circumſtances. But I am

oftentold it will not be believed that children are taught as is

doneat this ſchool, and make a progreſs ſo far beyond what is

uſual in the ſame time. When one of our masters had his fon

entered last year into this ſchool, he came, after a while, and told

me, that the boy could not learn his alphabet in the manner prac-

tiſed in the ſchool, and he would be obliged to me to allow his fon

to
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The ſame manner of writing on the fand is

practiſed with the double letters and words of

two letters. In like manner the digits and

numbers are taught. Then the ſcholar pro-

ceeds as uſual till he begins diſſyllables, when

he is never allowed to pronounce two fyllables

together till he has gone through the child's

farſt and ſecond books, and a ſpelling book.

The advantage is manifeft ; for the moment

you allow the ſcholar, he will put the ſyllables

together and pronounce the word at once; to

which, indeed, every learner is of himself dif-

poſed. The only difficulty is, to teach them to

read fyllables by themselves, and words by

tobe taught after the common mode. My reply was, I have

long feen that all the boys educated here learn their alphabet far

fooner and better in this way; but I know that your fon, and

moſt men's own fons, cannot be taught like other children ; go

and give your own directions as to his education, only let there

be no interference with the other boys. In about a fortnight he

came to me again, and requested I would allow the boy to be

taught as the other boys , and along with them. My answer was,

Do as you pleaſe with your ſon, only let there be no interference

withthe other ſcholars. It was all I wanted, that he ſhould prove,

by experiment, that no other mode, which he could try, was ſo

eaſy, ſo pleaſing, or ſo ſucceſsful, either for the ſcholar or the

teacher. I am particular in theſe points, becauſe I am often told,

by thoſe who visit this ſchool, that they believed it impoſſible to

teach children to read and write as theſe do in the courſe of

twelve months; and that it will not be believed if reported in

Europe.

B themſelves,
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themſelves, andnot awhole ſentence at once,

as many boys, who have come to this ſchool

after ſome progreſs, do. And in this caſe they

make continual blunders, not only in the be-

ginning and middle, and eſpecially the termi-

nation of words; but alſo conſtantly miſtaking

one word for another, leaving out and intro-

ducing words at random. It is on this account

that the ſcholar is not allowed, for ſome time

after he reads a word at once, tojoin twowords

together, as in the uſual mode of ſpeaking and

reading, but is directed topauſe awhile at the

endof every word ; and whenever he mistakes

anyword, he must readit by fyllables, as thus,

" com-men-da-ble." So much for the firſt

minutiæ, which I have detailed as a ſpecimen.

Were I to pursue this ſubject through all its

ſtages I ſhould fill a volume.

Let me only obſerve, that when aboybe-

gins to write, funilar attentions are paid at the

outſet, and all along. For example : every

ſcholar is made, at the firſt, to rule his own pa-

per; and this he is at once taught to do as well

as anymaſter. No teacher, or other perſon, is

ever allowed, at any time or under any pretext,

to write a ſingle letter in the ſcholar's copy, or

cyphering, or other book, but himſelf. And,

as foon as can be, he must make his own pen,

and

1
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anddoevery thing for himself, with the direc-

tion only of ateacher. The difficulty of pre

venting maſters, who have had all theſe things

done for them at ſchool, from doing them them-

ſelves instead of teaching their pupils to do

them, is wonderful to me, when I reflect upon

itafter the event. A detail of the obstacles,

which were experienced from this quarter, to

every step of the progreſs in improvement of

this ſchool, woulddiſplay the moſt uſeful leſſons

ofthe baleful effects of that prejudice and cuf-

tom, the univerſal law of this country, which

will not allow a man to attempt any thing but

what has beendone before, either by his father

orhimself*.

Each

*At the eſtabliſhment of the ſchool there were appointed a

ſchoolmaſter and two uſhers, the former with a falary of twenty

pagodas, the latter of fifteen pagodas each a month. At this time

I found every thing wanting which properly conftitutes a ſchool,

except exemplary manners, and a great degree of external de-

cency and inoffenfive qualities in the teachers. The boys were

not arranged into claſſes ; or, if any ofthem were, it was told to

methat they could not be taught totake their places in the claſſes,

nor the beginnings and endings of their daily leffons; and that

theywouldoften do no more than fay one leſſon aday, and fome-

times only in two or three days. I defired one of the ushers to

Thewme theclaſs which he thought could be taught none of thoſe

things as I directed. And as I found their habits of education

and of thinking were altogether thoſe of the country, I told him

Iwouldconvince him that what I required could be done with fa-

cility.:

B2

4

J
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1

Each boy writes in the firſt page ofhis copy,

or other book, from the largest to the ſmalleft

hand, a line of each ; when the teacher, on

comparing this ſpecimen with his former book,

fingles out that hand which it is fittest the fcho-

lar ſhould write. Theboy then copies, in the

next page, an example of that hand in theſe

words : " This hand I am to keep to in writ-

ing throughout this book; and ſhould I deviate

from this rule wilfully and through careleſſneſs,

I am to be brought to punishment according to

the regulations of this ſchool." And in the

books of cyphering this fample page contains

thefigns inarithmetic, inſtances of the different

ways in which they are uſed, and fractional

numbers expreſſed; fo that the learner may

never be at a loſs for the pattern by which he is

to go. Every day he puts down in his books,

with a pencil or otherwise, the day of the

month, at the termination of his day's taſk.

And, on a page at the end of his book, hedaily

cility. That though there wouldbe ſomedifficulty in the firſt

attempt, yet I would engage to do with theſe boys, in one hour,

what I had required of him in one day. Accordingly I.defired

himtoattendme with them in my room ; and, placing mywatch

on the table, finiſhed in one hour the taſk I had preſcribed of five

lefſons for oneday; and taught them, atthe same time, what I

hadbeentoldwas impoffible, to take their places in order in the

claſs.

1

regiſters

!
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regiſters the number of leſſons ſaid, pages writ-

ten,ſumswrought, taſks performed,&c.&c. &c.

which the teacher compares with what hedid

the day before, and what the other boys do;

and, at the end of each month, theſe are all

added by the ſcholar, and compared by his

teacher with the former month, and what has

beendone by others in ſchool. In all this there

is nothing but what is fimple, eaſy, and beauti-

ful. The teacher ofevery claſs, andhis aſſiſtant,

are anſwerable that one ſingle, invariable rule

be obſerved; and it is rendered familiar by daily

practice to every boy in the ſchool, who is made

ſenſible of its utility and advantage. The nice

ſenſibility among the teachers, when the least

error is detected, is aſtoniſhing, and almoſt al-

ways ſuperſedes the neceffity ofpunishment.

The ſchool is thus rendered a ſcene of amuſe-

ment to the ſcholar, and a ſpectacle of delight

tothebeholder; from which I feel it will be

difficult for me to wean mymind. And fuch

is the effect, that, in a late report I had from

one of the maſters, it was faid that the boys

were now all of them ſo familiar with, and fo

inſtructed in, the ſyſtem, and felt it ſo well

calculated topromote their welfare, to advance

their learning, and to preclude punishment,

that they did not require looking after, as they

of themselves habitually performed their daily

B3
tafks.
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1

taſks. But this must be received with a grain

ofallowance, as I have ever obſerved, that the

ſmalleſt inattention to the preſervation of any

part of the ſyſtem occafions a proportional fall-

ing off.

The ſyſtem of the ſchool maybe ſeen in the

following ſcheme :

Masters ofthe Male Afylum.

FRANCIS JOHNSON, the ſchoolmaſter, has a

general charge.

RICHARD TAYLOR has a general charge in

one of the ſchool rooms .

JAMES BLOOD has charge out ofſchool .

When the falary ofmen capable of teaching

this ſchool would not be less than 30 or 50, or

even 100pagodas a month, theſe maſters receive

only 5, 10, and 15.

-None of the maſters have made a progreſs in

letters equal to the boys in the first claſs. Their

duty is not to teach, but to look after the va-

rious departments ofthe inſtitution ; to obſerve

that the daily taſks are performed ; to take care

ofthe boys in and out of fchool ; and to mark

any irregularity, inattention,and neglect, among

the teachers or the ſcholars : and I have great

reafon to be pleased with the fidelity, diligence,

and attention, with which theſe offices are per-

formed.

LIST
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:

Ayouth of feventeen years of age attended

the embaſſy to Tippoo Sultaun, when * the

hoftage princes were reſtored, and went through

a courſe of experiments in natural philoſophy

in the prefence of the Sultaun ; and was de-

tained nineteen days by the Sultaun, after the

embaſſy had taken leave, to inſtruct two of his

arz begs (lords ofthe requests) inthe use of an

extenſive and elegant philofophical and mathe-

matical apparatus, preſented to him by thego-

vernment of Madras.

Boys of twelve years of age have been in-

ſtructed in arithmetic vulgar anddecimal,book-

keeping, grammar, geography, geometry, men-

furation, navigation, and aftronomy.

Several boys of twelve years ofage, and only

twoyears in ſchool, have learnt arithmetic, as

far as vulgar fractions, grammar, and geo.

graphy.

Boys of nine years of age, and only two

years in ſchool, have learnt grammar and geo-

graphy.

Charles Hancock, a boy of fourteen years

and one month, has aſſiſted in teaching the firſt

claſs with diligence and fucceſs for a year.

* He wasjust before this timeboundan apprentice, as a clerk

inthe revenue department, for three years, with a falary of 120

pagodas (4.87. ſterling) per annum, to CaptainAlexander Read.

Stevens,

-
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Stevens, a boy of fourteen years and three

months, has, for the ſame time, taught the fe-

cond claſs of twenty-eight boys, who read geo-

graphy, grammar, arithmetic as far as vulgar

fractions, with great ability and fuccefs. This

youthhasthe fole charge ofthis claſs, with the

affiſtance only ofthe boys ofthe first claſs, who

each in rotation act under him for a day.

• Friſkin, of twelve years and eight months,

with his afſiſtants of feven, eight, nine, and

eleven years of age, has taught boys of four,

five, and fix years, to read the Spectator dif-

tinctly, and ſpell every word accurately as they

go along, who were only initiated into the myf-

teries of their A, B,C, eight months before,

and have read the Child's Firſt and Second

Books twice over, and gone through two fpel-

ling books, the Pfalter, agreat part of theOld

Teftament, and all the New ; and who can

make numbers with their fingers in the fand to

one thousand ; and who have learnt hymns,

ſtops and marks, catechism,tables in arithmetic,

and towrite.

This boy has been employed inteachingthe

lower claſſes for two years; and his department

in the ſchool was firſt brought to that form

which I had fet my mind upon ; and has ever

fince beenuniformly conducted with great at-

tention and effect.

Many

14
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Many of theboys write an excellent hand,

andall of them learn to write well. Their

books are all fair ; and ſome oftheboys copy

charts, &c. wonderfully for their age, and make

globes for themselves, by which they teach one

another the first principles of geography and

aſtronomy.

There is ſcarce a boy, unleſs retained as a

teacher, now left on the foundation of this

ſchool more than twelve years of age. There

isaconſtant demand for boys grown up to a

juſt age and fize for apprentices, and a choice

ofmaſters and ofemployment for fuch boys.

Outofthe complement, towhich this ſchool

was heretofore reſtricted, of an hundred boys

on the foundation, there have already been

bound out no less than ſeventy-four boys, who,

at an average, were each of them less than

twelve years of age when bound out, and had

beeneach, on an average, leſs than four years

inſchool.

Every perfon has obſerved how much time

is usually trifled away by children in ſchool;

and no one will doubt of the advantage which

wouldbegained bypreventing this unprofitable

waste of time; nor would any one but wiſh

that his ſon ſhould be inſtructed in ſuch a man-

ner aswould employ all, or the greatest part,

of

!

:
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ofthe time he ſpends in ſcheol uſefully, pro-

vided this can be done, and the ſchool not ren-

deredmore irkſome totheſcholar. AllthisThave

had in view, and had formed a reſolution not

lightly to quit this charge untilIhad made every

effort, within the compaſs of my abilities, to

accomplish theſe points.

So many teachers, each havingonly the tui-

tionoffuch anumber ofboys as he can atonce

have under his eye, and within his reach, com-

mand a conſtant and perpetual attention on

the part of the ſcholar. In moſt ſchools, the

want ofthis perpetual agencyon the part ofthe

maſter is attempted to be ſupplied by a ſyſtem

ofterror. But the fear ofpunishment has nei-

ther ſo conſtant nor ſo certain an operation ;

andtheonemode is as far fuperior to the other,

as the prevention of evils is preferable to the

punishment of crimes. Befide, the maſter, who

has a number of claſſes under his fole charge,

cannot always diſtinguish between the defi-

ciencywhich arifes froma want of capacity and

memory, and that which is owing to idleneſs

and inattention ; though the latter of theſe only

ſhouldbe treated with aſperity. The buſineſs

of our little teachers (and they perform it to

admiration) is not to correct, but to prevent

faults; not to deter from ill behaviour by the

3 fear

14
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fear of punishment, but, by preventing ill-be-

haviour, to preclude the use ofpunishment.

The utmost benefit ariſes from the confider-

ation, that the teachers being ſoyoung have no

means of influence by which they can deter or

prevent thoſe over them, or their ſchoolfellows,

from noting and remarking their omiffions or

commiſſions of every kind. A fingle maſter,

when employed as a teacher, by neglecting his

duty interrupts the whole ſchool in fucceffion,

and often throws the ſcholars back as they paſs

through his hands. And asthe maſters cannot

ſo readily be brought to interfere with the taſks

ofone another, or to put one another right ; fo

amongst them jealoufies continually arife, and

theyoften connive at the neglects ofeach other.

Beſides, an indifferent uſher often remains an

incumbrance upon the ſchool, whom you can-

not readilyget rid of, and ſtill leſs readily fill up

his place when he has left you. But, amongit

our pupils, there is no hesitation indegrading

a teacher who fails in anyof the taſks required

of him, and making trial of another, till, by

repeating the experiment, you find ſuch as will

beſt fuit your purpoſe. After this manner the

ſchool teaches itſelf * ; and, as matters now

ſtand,

* " It will ſcarcely be believed how much attention, dili-

gence, and uniform perſeverance, theſe youths" (the teachers)

"difplay,
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ſtand, the ſchoolmaſter alone is eſſentiallyne-

ceſſary at this ſchool. He has the charge ofthe

daily diſburſements and monthly expenſes un-

der the treaſurer, and is to attend the ſchool fo

as to maintain the obſervance ofthe rules.

The great advantage of the ſyſtem is, that

you have a teacher and an aſſiſtant for every

claſs, who have not yet begun their career of

pleaſure, ambition, or intereſt; who have no

other occupation, no other purfuit, nothing to

employ their minds, but this ſingle object. Add

tothis, that your afcendancy anddominion over

the young mind is complete, and easilymain-

tained; that theſe children can onlydo what is

affigned them to do, and ſucceed the better in

teaching others, that they themselves know no

more thanwhat is level to the capacities oftheir

diſplay, and how much readier, eafier, andgreater, thepro-

greſs of the ſcholars is under the mode of tuition which they fol-

low, andwith which alone they are acquainted, than under the

delays and loſs oftime incident to the common modes of conduct-

ingthe ſchools which I have had occaſion to fee. The motives

which operateupon them are more powerful than thoſe you can

employ with grown men. In boys the flighteft inattention is

immediately detected, and corrected as foon as detected. An or-

der oncegiven is carried into effect without hesitation and without

difficulty. The countenance of a fuperior, the flighteſt rewards,

and the fear of punishment, for punishment is feldom neceffary,

have a perpetual and inſtantaneous effect." Report, iſt Jan.

4796.

C
pupils,
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pupils, and therefore loſe notime in teaching

what is beyond the comprehenfion of their

ſcholars, which is often no ſmall impediment

andhinderance of education. Beſide all this,

every claſs is paired off into teachers and ſcho-

lars; fo that a boy has always an inſtructor at

his elbow, who is, in the firſt inſtance, anſwer-

able for his progreſs, thenthe aſſiſtant, then the

teacher, then the ſchoolmaſter, and laft of all

the fuperintendant, whoſe ſcrutiniſing eye muſt

pervade the whole ſyſtein, whoſe activemind

muſt give it energy, and whoſe unbiaſſedjudg-

ment muſt maintainthe general order andhar-

mony.

The rule ofthe ſchool is (for ſuch is our lan-

guage), that no boy candoany thing right the

firſt time; but thathe must learn, when he firſt

ſets about it by means of his teacher, ſo as tobe

able todo it himſelf ever after.

When the generality of theſe teachers and

aſſiſtants have ſpentayear in that character,

they return to their place in the ſchool. Their

progreſs next year is beyond what it would have

beenhad not they taught themselves whenthey

taughtothers.

Bytheſemeans a fewgood boys, ſelected for

the purpoſe, as teachers of the reſpective claſſes,

form the whole ſchool, teach their pupils to

think
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think rightly, and mixing in all their little

amuſements anddiverſions, ſecure them againft

the contagionofill example, or the force of ill

habits ; and, by feeing that theytreat one ano-

ther kindly, render their condition contented

andhappy.

The conſequence has been, that the black

book (as theboys call it), or regiſter ofoffences

and illbehaviour, which is regularly kept and

examined once aweek, is now of fuch a fort *,

that, for months together, ithas not been found

neceffary to inflict a single punishment upon

anyofthe culprits.

Whenabad, lyingboycomes to ſchool, the

teacher of the lower claſſes muſt find agood

boy to take care ofhim, teach him right prin-

ciples like the otherboys, treat him kindly, re-

concilehimtotheſchool,and render himhappy,

likethevet, in his Crusion, and in his fchout

and playfellows. It is no leſs beneficiat to the

commonweal, that whenever aboybehaves ill,

* In almoſt every caſe of ill behaviour I make the boys

themselves judges of innocence or guilt, and have never had reaſon

tothink their deciſion partial,biaſſed, or unjust, or to interferewith

their award otherwise than to remit or mitigate the punishment,

whenI have thought that the formality of the trial and of the

fentence were fufficient to produce the effect required the amend-

mentofthe culprit, and the deterring ofotherboys fromthe fame

praftice." Report, 1st Jan. 1796.

C.2 and
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andloſes his name with you, the boys to whofe

minds you give the lead, behave in the fame

manner you do to him ; andwhenever he ſhews

any degree of that obſtinacy which it was ſo

long and ſo difficult to eradicate from thefe

children, they even refuſe to admit him as their

playfellow, and chaſe him down, till he is

brought to his fenfes and togood conduct, far

more fucceſsfully than the fevereſt punishment

inflicted in ſchool, butdifregarded, or even glo-

ried in, out offchool.
1

In all this, however, a great deal depends on

every boy in the ſchool being ſenſible (for

every one ofthem has a judgment of his own)

thatyouhave in view only their good; in filling

their infant minds, by the uniform intereſt you

take in their welfare and comfort, with a fure

confidence that they will meet with your coun-

Renance, fupport, and favour, which is of great

value to them, whenever theydo right; and

with your diſapprobation, difpleaſure, and re-

ſentment, which they greatlydread, whenever

theydowrong; in teachingthem,by theirdaily

experience of your conduct towards them, to

confideryou as their friend, their benefactor,

their guide, and their parent.

The grand taſk here was to inſpire into the

youths a ſtrict regard to veracity, a hatred of

trick
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trick and diffimulation, a reſpect to morality,

andjuſt principles of our holy religion. The

neceffityofuniform attention to this point can-

notbetoo ſtrongly enforced. When I had oc-

ſion tobe abſent, fome years ago, for a month

from the ſchool, I was greatly alarmed, onmy

return, at a lie, on a trifling affair, being told

meby upwards of fifty boys, who all faid they

did notdo, or ſee done,what had juſt paſſed be-

fore their eyes. The ſteps I took on that oc-

cafion haveprevented the repetition ofanything

fimilar ever fince.

It would perhaps be thought an omiffion, in

this ſtatement, if Iwere to overlook the parti-

calar effects of the ſyſtem on the finances of

this inſtitution. I do not here ſpeak of the

very great donations which have been made to

this ſociety, eſpecially of lateyears, by the li-

berality of the army, the public, and indivi-

duals, though itwere fair to fay (and equally

honourable to the benefactors of this charity

andtothe inſtitution), that we are indebted, in

fome degree, to the high favour and eſtimation

in which this ſchool is held, for the many acts

ofmunificence by which the funds have been

gradually raiſedto their preſent very flourishing

condition ; I ſpeak only ofthe internal economy

ofthe ſchool.

C3 Previous
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Previous to the foundation of this feminary

the committee calculated, on the experience of

the charity ſchools on the coast ofCoromandel,

that the expenſe would amount, on the moit

economical plan, to 10 *Arcot rupees, or (at

360 Arcot rupees for 100 pagodas) pagodas

2:35 a boy. Correſponding with this calcu-

lation was an eſtimate made by the treaſurer

ſome time after the opening ofthe ſchool. And

the real + expenditure did not fall ſhort oftheſe

calculations. And, indeed,had the ſyſtem then

adopted been pursued, and no other was known

atthat time, and the precedents been followed,

which alone exiſted at that period, fuch might

havebeen the reſult. But by the new ſyſtoin

the expenſe has been greatly reduced; and

* " Two hundred and thirty boys have already been re-

ported, the ſupport and education of which number will require a

confiderable fund. Upon a calculation of the probable expenſe,

formedupon the experience of the actual cost of ſupporting thoſe

ſeminaries already eſtabliſhed onthe coaft, viz. the charity ſchools

at the Preſidency, Tritchinopoly, &c. it appears, upon the moſt

economical plan, the amount, including all charges of board, cloth-

ing, and education, cannot be fafely rated at leſs than ten a. rupees

per month for each boy." Letter of the Committee of the Male

Afylum tothe Hon.Major General SirArchibald Campbell, K. B.

Governor, in Council, and Commander in Chief, dated 24th Nov.

1737.
1

↑ Treasurer's abſtracts.

the
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the * establishment of masters and ſervants at

the ſchool for 200 boys is leſs expenfive, and

far more efficient, than that made at the foun-

dation of this charity, andcontinued for fome

time, while there was but a ſmall proportion of

our preſent numbers. The monthly expenſe

for he last year, during the period that the

ſchool has been entirely taught by the boys,

from 1it June, 1795, to 31st May, 1796 (in-

cluding the furgeon's falary, and other collateral

expenſes connected with this eſtabliſhment,

nottakeninto the calculations made by the com-

mittee and the treafurer) , is pagodas 1:31:41.

And, as the numbers increaſe, this expenſe

will continue to diminish in proportion. Call

the reduction already made (the difference be-

tween pagodas 2 : 35 and pagodas 1 : 31:41),

call it only apagoda a boy for the preſent num-

ber of 200 boys, andthere is an annual faving

ofpagodas 2400, or 9601. ſterling. This is one

of the cauſes to which we are indebted for the

rapid progreſs ofthe funds. Add to this the fu-

perintendant's falary for the ſeven years paft, at

100 pagodas a month, and there is another fav-

ing, which has raifed the funds pagodas 8400,

*At the commencement of the ſchool the ſalary of. maſters

amounted to 600 pagodas a year; for the last year it falls ſhort

of400.

3
or
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or33601. ſterling, independentofthe intereſt on

the parts of theſe ſums, as they would have

fallendue.

But ſuch advantages are, in ſome meaſure,

incidental, as it was my chiefobject, inraifing ,

upmyyoung teachers, to carry into effect the

intentions of the Honourable Court of Direc-

tors (whenthey ordered this eſtabliſhment tobe

formed) in fuch a manner as might be moſt

conducive totheir views, to the intereſts ofthis

government, to the benefit of ſociety, and to

the good ofthe pupils committed to mycharge ;

all of which objects have been, and are fo

blended together in my mind, that I cannot fe-

paratethem even in imagination.

I amnot, indeed, ignorant that a prejudice is

entertained by ſome againſt ſuch inſtitutions.

It is not for me to ſpeak tothis prejudice in this

place. But it is thegrand aim ofthis ſeminary

to inſtil into theſe children everyprinciple fit-

ting for good fubjects, good men, good Chrif-

tians; and they are brought up in ſuch habits

asmay render them moſt useful to theirpatrons

and benefactors, to whom they owe ſuch pecu-

liarduty. And it ismydecided opinion, formed

upon the uniform experience I have had, that

in no other waycouldI have ſerved them ef-

fectually; and that in no other way can they

ever
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everſervethemſelves effectually; and that if the

uſe ismade ofthem forwhich they are brought

up, and by which they can moſt profit the

public and themſelves, it will be attended with

thehappiest effects ; many ofwhich are already

aswell known to members of this ſociety as to

me. Every good in life may indeed be cor-

ruptedandabuſed, and that too in proportion

to its real advantage when uncorrupt. But to

guard againſt ſuch abuſes will be the care of

thoſewho prefide over this inſtitution ; and I

have not a doubt of their ſucceſs .

1

1

Even thoſe objections, which are ſometimes

made tofuch charities in Europe, whether well

orillfounded I do not inquire, will not apply

to theſe boys in this country. Here the effect

ofclimate on the animal ſpirits is obvious, and

cannot be queſtioned. The ſtate offociety, the

rank of theſe children, the hold you have of

themby the mode of education and diſcipline,

by the habits in which they are bred, by every

principle and by every prejudice ; all is calcu-

lated to render them valuable to thisſettlement

andſubſervient to the general good. They are

inſtrumentsinyour hands, fitted for your hands,

andno other, andcan inno ways fail you. But

Imust not enterupon aqueſtion on which you

haveheretofore often given your deciſive judg

ment.
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ment. With every apology for what I have

faid on a fubject not immediately under dif-

cuffion, I return to the taſk affigned me by

yourcommittee.

Other meaſures were directed folely to the

purpoſe ofeconomy; but Ineed not recount

the ſteps I was at times compelled to take to

check and prevent thoſe abuſes, ſo apt to creep

into every eſtabliſhment as it grows up, from

gaining ground here, as they are detailed in my

official Report of 1st July, 1795, in a letterto

the Acting Secretary, Major Agnew. I ſhall

only obſerve, that on no occafion, and on no

account, has ever any deduction been made

from the allowances of the boys. Every alter-

ation in fare, or dreſs, or treatment, which has

been made, has been to add tothe comforts,

and improve the condition, of the boys at this

ſchool. This, indeed, has been done oftener

than once, and the expenſe at the same time

reduced. And it is only by a rigid attention to

ſuchpoints, that the charity can be maintained

onthe frugal and improved footing on which it

ſtands.

It is much tobe lamented, but it is the con

dition of human affairs, that oppofition is tobe

made to every beneficial work, eſpecially if

new, in proportion to the prejudice it may

combat,
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combat, and to the advantage with which it is

attended. But it has hitherto been moſt for-

tunate for this ſchool, that its beſt intereſts have

met with the effectual ſupport ofyourLordſhip

and the Directors of the inſtitution; and I am

confident your Lordſhip will notbewantingin

what remains to bedone for this charity.

Such is the refult ofthe eſſay Ihave made at

this ſchool. Whether the fucceſs oftheſemea-

fures depends upon circumstances, peculiar to

thecharacter or condition of theſe children, or

whether a fimilar attempt would be attended

with equal ſucceſs in every charity or free

ſchool, where the maſter poffefſes the fame un-

qualified and unlimited powers over the ſcho-

lars, ſo as in every caſe to direct their energy

inthe waywhich ſeems to him moſt ſubſer-

vient to thegeneral good, Ido not ſay; much

leſs do I prefume to ſay, whether the ſyſtem

might notbe ſo modified as to be rendered prac-

ticable in the hands of maſters of talents and

induſtry equal to the taſk, and poffeffing the

confidence ofparents, in the generality of public

ſchools and academies. But I am anxious to

ſee theexperimentmade inboth inſtances, with

due attention to circumſtances. Ifſucceſsful, I

ſhould indulge the pleaſinghope, that a rational

foundation were laid for forming the characters

of

:
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ofchildren, and implanting in the infantmind

ſuch principles as might, perhaps, continue

through life, check the progreſs ofvice and im-

morality, meliorate the rifing generation, and

improve the ſtate of ſociety. The effect which

the Greek and Roman claffics produce upon

theyouthful mind has been often marked ; and

the ancient hiſtorians, orators, and poets, are

known to give a tinge to the ſentiments, and a

bent to the genius, of thoſe who read them

with just relish. The practice of early youth,

and ſyſtematic arrangements, could ſcarce fail

to produce habits, in advancedyears, highly fa-

vourable to virtue, religion, and good govern-

ment. But Imust not yield to fuch ſpecula-

tions, as my object only is todetail, conform-

ably to the inſtructions ofthe Committee, what

has paſſedhere, with a view to perpetuate this

ſyſtem at a ſchool where it has proved ſo bene-

ficial, and to give it the chance ofthat diffufion

which may produce a fair trial in other fitu-

ations; ſo that its comparative value may be

aſcertained by experiments fairly made, the

only juſt criterion of everytheory of ſcience,

or politics, or education; but which can only

be recommended with ſafety when the risk of

failure in ſucceſs can be attended with no ferious

conſequences.

:

Thus
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Thus have I endeavoured to perform the

part affigned to me at this ſchool; and the far-

ther I proceed in this taſk, the more Iconfider

myſelf at liberty to confult for my own health

and for myſelf. Still, however, I lookupon it-

as a facred duty, with which no ſecondary con-

fideration can come in competition inmymind,

tocontinue, while I may, to render my pre-

ſent ſervices to this charity. When it ſhall be

my lot to quit this office, it is a reflection I

ſhall carry with me, that it has been my occu-

pation, for ſeven years, to rear this favourite

child beyond the dangers of infancy. This

numerous family I have long regarded as my

own. " I feel all that intereſt in its welfare

and progreſſive ſucceſs, which arifes from my

ſituation, from the years Ihave ſpent, andthe

toil I have beſtowedon this favourite object * ."

Theſe children are, indeed, now mine by a

thouſand ties ! I have for them a parental af-

fection, which has grown upon me every year;

forthem I have made fuch ſacrifices as parents

have not always occafion to make to their

children. Andthe nearerthe period approaches

when I muſt, for a while at leaſt, ſeparate my-

ſelf from them, the more I feel the pang I

fhall fuffer in tearing myſelf from this charge,

and the anxious thoughts I ſhall throw back

* Report, Ift July, 1795.

D
upon
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upon theſe children, when I shall cease to be

their protector, their guide, and their in-

ſtructor.

With theſe ſentiments I commend them to

ALMIGHTY GOD, and to your fatherly

protection and care.

28thJune, 1796. (Signed) A. BELL.

APPENDIX.

To the Rev. Dr. BELL, Egmore.

SIR,

IHAVE much pleaſure in tranf-

mitting toyou the incloſed copy of reſolutions

paffed at theGeneral Meeting ofthe Preſident,

Vice-Preſidents, and Directors, of the Male

Orphan Afylum, on Wednesday last the 13th

inſtant; and, in conſequence of the latter re-

ſolution, request to be favoured with the requi-

fite information ofthe ſhip on which itmay be

yourwish to proceed to Europe.

Ihave the pleaſure to be, SIR,

Your very obedient ſervant,

(Signed) F. PIERCE, Acting Sec. Male

Orphan Afylum.

ث

Madras, 7 Jan. 1796.
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Egmore, 13th January, 1795.

THE Prefident, Vice-Preſidents, and Di-

rectors, of the Male Orphan Afylum, taking

into confideration the intimation received from

the Rev. Dr. Bell of his intended departure for

Europe, by which the inſtitution will bede-

privedof the further benefit of his immediate

care and fuperintendence, do come to the fol-

lowing reſolutions :

I. That, under the immediate care and fu-

perintendance of the Rev. Dr. Bell, and the

wife andjudicious regulations whichhe has eſta-

bliſhed for the education of the boys, this in-

ſtitution has been brought to a degree of per-

fection andpromifing utility far exceeding what

the moſt ſanguine hopes couldhave ſuggeſted at

thetime ofits eſtabliſhment: and

That, therefore, the Rev. Dr. Bell is entitled

to the fullest approbation of this meeting for

his zealous and difintereſted conduct in the exe-

cution offo difficult a charge fince thecom-

mencement of the ſchool; and that he be ac-

cordingly requeſted to accept their best thanks,

which the Secretary is defired to communicate

to the Rev. Dr. Bell ..

II. Reſolved, That the Directors of this.

charity take it upon themselves to provide a

D2. convenient
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convenientpaſſage for Dr. Bell to Europe, on

any ſhip he may wish to go on. By order,

(Signed.) FREDERIC PIERCE, Acting Sec.

M. O. Afylum .

ToCaptain PIERCE, Act. Sec. M. O. Afylum.

SIR,

THE obliging manner inwhich

you have tranfmitted to me the reſolutions of

the Preſident, Vice-Preſidents, and Directors,

of the MaleAfylum, at the General Meeting

of 13th Jan. 1796, has my warmeft acknow-

ledgments; and I requeſtyou will in reply lay

before them the accompanying letter.

1ſhallhave no occafion to trouble you in the

affair of my paſſage to Europe, as, with the

deepeſt ſenſe of the honour done me, I do

not conceive myself at liberty to accept this

very honourable teſtimony, which has been

awarded to me, of the approval of my conduct

inthe charge ofthis charity. Iam, ŞIR,

Egmore,
1

18th Jan. 1796.

Your most obedient ſervant,

(Signed) A. BELL.

To the Right Hon. the President, Vice-Prefi-

dents, and Directors, ofthe MaleAſylum.

My Lordand Gentlemen,

YOUR fentiments ofthe fervices

I havebeen enabled to render in charge of the

Male

1

?

-
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Male Aſylum, as expreſſed at the General

Meeting after the annual examination of the

fchool, in your Reſolutions of 13th Jan. 1746,

and conveyed to me by the Acting Secretary,

Captain Pierce, are pleaſing and grateful to me

beyond expreffion. Ateſtimony of ſuch high

authority, and in ſuch flattering terms, ſup-

plies whatever was wanting to fill up the mea-

fure of my fatisfaction in the office Ihave ſo

long-discharged.

When I have contemplated the uniform pro-

greſs of the ſchool, and feen the vices incident

to the former ſituations of theſe youths gra-

dually vaniſhing, their morals and conduct ap-

proaching nearer and nearer every year to what

Iwould have them to be, and the character of

a race of children in a manner changed ; I

could not help imagining, at times, that I re-

garded the work, in which I had ſo earnestly

engaged,with the fondpartiality ofa parent, who

beholds in a favourite child beauties and qualities

which eſcape every other eye. The opinion,

now folemnly announced to me, of thoſe who

have the beſt acceſs to know, and are the beſt

qualified to judge, removes from my mind all

diſtruſt of this kind, and leaves my gratification

unallayed by any other,confideration than the

neceffity of ſeparating myſelf for a while from

this happy ſcene...
D3 But
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But it is not the feelings,ofthe heart which

alone ſpeak on this occafion. My fincere ac-

knowledgments extend to the moſt important

intereſts of the ſchool under your patronage.

The attention you have ſhewn to every pro-

poſal for improving the health, the morals, and

the right education, of theſe youths; and the

countenance and ſupport you have given to my

unequal exertions, have enabled me to over-

come difficulties, under which I might other-

wiſe have funk; to furmount obſtacles which

often impeded my progreſs; and to reach that

goal, ofwhich Iwas at times afraid I should be

conſtrained to ſtop ſhort-the completion of

that ſyſtem which, with your conſent and ap-

probation, I endeavoured to establith .

The tender made tome, on the part of the

Directors, of their good offices " in providing

aconvenient paſſage for me toEurope on any

ſhip I may wish togo on," I eſteem as a sub-

ſtantial proofoftheir goodwithes, and I ſhould,

ifat liberty, be proud to accept this kind offer.

When on the foundation of this inftitution,

you conferredon methe honour offuperintend

ing this ſeminary, I entered upon the charge

with the ftipulation,which you thengranted to

my requeſt, ofdeclining the falaryyouhadpro-

poſed toannex to the office; and as Ihave never

changedmy opinion on that ſubject, Ihope for

8
your
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your further indulgence on thisoccafion,when,

with the deepeſt ſenſeofthe delicate and oblig+

ingmanner inwhich you have awarded tome

a remuneration under another ſhape, I con-

tinue todecline the acceptance, from this cha-

rity, of whatever I could conſtrue into a pecu

niary emolument. The flate ofthe ſchool, the

flourishing condition ofits funds, andthe fanc-

tion of your approbation, are the rewards of

which alone I am ambitious to boaft.

May ALMIGHTY GOD long profper

your endeavours, and render this ſeminary a

public bleſſing, by training up the rifing gene-

ration to integrity and induſtry, veracity and

temperance, and by infilling into the infant

mind the purest principles of our holy re-

ligion, the best friend ofourhappyconſtitution,

and ofthe good order, the peace, and the wel-

fare of fociety. I have thehonour tobe,

My Lord andGentlemen,

With the greatest reſpect and confideration,

Eginore, your moſt obedient ſervant,

18thJan. 1796. (Signed) A. BELL

To the Rev. Dr. BELL.

Reverend Sir,

WE, the Masters oftheAfy-

lum, whohave hadthe honour of being under

your directionduring the time we have been

employedasteachers,beingappriſedofthe lofswe

muſt ſhortly fuſtainbyyourdecliningthe arduous

tafk
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taſkofthe tuition ofthis ſchool, which you fo

long upheld by your indefatigable attention in

eſtabliſhing thegentle and pious orderwhich now

fubfifts throughout the whole ; we therefore

moſt humbly requeſt, Reverend Sir, you will be

pleaſed to accept our moſt grateful acknowledg-

ments foryourunexampled affiduity inpromoting

our welfare, as well as that ofthe whole ſchool.

Wehave the honour tobe, Reverend Sir,

your moſt obedient, humble ſervants,

(Signed) F. JOHNSON, J. MACKAY,

R.TAYLOR, andJ.BLOOD.MaleAfylum,

22d Jan.1796.

To Meffrs. F. JOHNSON, J. MACKAY, R.

TAYLOR, and J. BLOOD.

THIS free-will offering ofthe

Maſters of the Male Afylum is the more wel-

come to Dr. Bell, as it affords him aproof that

they confider their intereſt and happiness intis

mately blended with the progreſs of the ſchool

ingood morals, good conduct, and right edu-

cation; and they may be affured that the conti-

nuance of ſuch ſentiments, and acting upon

them,will, with the bleffing ofGod,whichthey

will never ceaſe to implore, enfure the happieſt.

conſequences to this infant eſtabliſhment, and

recommend themselves to the Directors of this

inſtitution, and the future Superintendant, better

thananywords he maybe able to employ.

Egmore, 22d Jan. 1796.
EXTRACTS.
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LETTERS from WM. SMITHEXTRACTS

to Dr. BELL. (See page 20th .)

Reverend Sir,

:

Devanelli Fort, 8thApril,1794.

ITAKE the liberty to inform you that we

arrivedhere the 28thultimo, without any particular occurrence

in the way. The day after our arrival we made our firſt vifit to

the Sultaun, and he entertained us at his court for upwards of

threehours.

On the iſt inſtant Captain Doveton ſent me an order to open

theboxes, and lay out the machines, to ſhew them to the Sultaun.

Accordinglyon the 3d I was ſent for, and Iexhibited thefollowing

experiments, viz. head and wig, dancing images, electric ftool,

cotton fired, ſmall receiver and ftand, henaispheres, Archimedes's

forew, fyphon, Tantalus's cup, water-pump, condensing engine,

Bec. Captain Doveton was preſent, andexplained, as I went on,

to the Sultaun,who has given us an inſtance of his being acquainted

with fomeof theſe experiments. Hehas thewn us acondenfing

enginemadeby himself,which ſpouted water higher than ours. He

defiredme to teach two men, his aruz-begs.

:

Onthe 7th I was again fent for, and the following were exhi-

bited: tumbler and balls, caling-wax, twelve men shocked,among

whomwerefeveral khans and vaekeels electric ſtool ; aman of

eminent rank stood, and the Sultaun applied his hand aboutthe

man to receive ſhocks. Inflammable air fired; at which he was

astonishedat first, and afterwardsgreatly pleaſed. Bladder burft ;

after which he applied his hand upon the receiver; bladder and

weight. Pneumatic bell; microſcope; mechanical powers. Athis

own request the following were exhibited : Syphon, Archimedes's

ferew, water pump, Tantalus's cup, and condensing engine. Cap-

tainDoveton was not prefent. The Sulkaun walked round the

inftruments, andhandled ſeveral apparatus. He defiredmemote

than once to teach a man, who profefſed ſeveral mechanic arts, the

doctrine of the ſyphon,Archimedes's forew, and the water-pump.

After the experiments were over, the Sultaun requeſted me to

ftay cight or ten days, and promiſed to send with me a couple

of
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ofhircarrahs to Kiſtnagherry, the place I told him where ismy

employment as a writer.

I am now removed into the fort, where a very good place is

provided for me and the machines. Tippoo Sultaun was pleaſed

to preſent mewith ahundred rupees, which, except thirty, I have

delivered to Captain Doveton, in order to have it conveyed to

Captain Read. I am, Reverend Sir,

With the moſt ſincere gratitude and reſpect,

your very humble ſervant,

(Signed) WILLIAM SMITH.

Kiftnagherry, May 4th, 1794. I was nineteen days detained

inthe fort of Devanelli, atwhich interval of time I taught the

aruz-begs every experiment that the apparatus can admit of being

performed. The Sultaun was pleaſed to ſend me with an hircar-

rah and two ſepoys to conduct me out of his country, whom I

diſmiſſed at Ryacotah, with a receipt from Lieut. Macgregor, of

the 4th bat. ofnat. inf. commanding Ryacotah.

Tripatore, 12th May, 1794.-I have the honour to informyou

that I arrived here the 6th inſtant, and commenced writing for

Captain Read, and to ſuperintend the boys. Of ſome particulars

that occurred while I remained at Devanelli, after I wrote the

letter dated 8th April, I now take the liberty to write you.

Itwould, I believe, be otherwise, ifI were tohandle thoſe

inſtruments. But the cafe was thus : the aruz-begs were to per

formwhat experiments they wanted to learn, while I, at the dif-

tance of three or four yards, was onlyto inform themwhen they

were wrong.

The object I had in view,before I begun to make out directions

howtoperformexperiments, was, that ifthe Sultaun wanted his

mentobe taught,I might have the directions tranflated into their

language. Accordingly I asked thoſe men ifthey wanted written

directions; but they anſwered me, that they have no names to

give tothe apparatus, elſe they would fet about tranſlating it.

May 28th. I moſt heartily thank you for this laſt kind fa-

vour (which I received the 20th inſtant), among many other very

Strong proofs of your attention and intereſt towards my welfare,

and
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andI hope I will always have it in the beſt ofmy power to de
ferve ſuch.

I will, with the greatest pleaſure, inform you whatever elſe

happened during my reſidence in the Sultaun's'country.

I can affure you that Tippoo Sultaun was mightily pleaſed with

the electric machine and the air pump, eſpecially the electric ma-

chine. He was prepared for every experiment I exhibited, except

the firing of the inflammable air.

Iwas greatly ſurpriſed when he called out to thoſe who were

juſt preparing hand in hand, in order to receive a shock, to ſtand

without emotion, and that they will preſently feel fomething fud-

denly paſs through them ; and when it was done he laughed much

at their ſtaring at one another without ſpeech.

When a man ſtood on the ſtool, I gave him the large metallic

knob into his hand; but the Sultaun defired me to take it back

from him, telling me, at the ſametime, that it is of nouſe, and

that the man's fiſt is fufficient .

It did coſt me ſeveral minutes before the firing of the inflam-

mable air proved fuccefsful (having never understood that, by the

point of the diſcharger applied to the knob of the piſtol, I could

more effectually discharge it than by the knob), duringwhich in-

terim he was in a very impatient emotion; andwhen that was

done, it did indeed ſurpriſe him. He defired me to go over it

three times.

-Itake the liberty to write for your information the fami-

liar diſcourſe Tippoo Suitaun was pleaſed to enter into with me,

thattook place at the cloſe ofthe experiments.

Therewere ſome ſilver trumpets newly made brought in to him

for his inſpection, and which he defired the trumpeters to found

hauro andjauw, i. e. come and go. After which he askedme if

they were like thoſe I saw at Madras. I answered, " Yes ; but

thoſe at Madras are made of copper. " He aſked me again, whe-

ther the tune were any thing like what I have ever heard. I an-

ſwered, No. " How then," ſays he, and preſently ordering the

inftrument to be put intomyhands, defired me to blow. Itold

him verycivilly, that I could not blow. " No," ſays he, " you

could; what are you afraid of? " I told him again, that I ſpoke

truth,

:
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truth, and that I was brought up ina ſchool where mymafter

informed me what lying was, and always puniſhed thoſeboysthat

ſpoke untruths. Hebegun again, in aſking if I knewhow the

trumpets were used for ſpeaking on board ofſhips. - I told him

that I never was on board of ſhips. " Why," ſays he, " did

you never take a walk on the fea-ſhore to ſee ſuch,things ?

" Yes, Sir," anſwered I, " I have been ſeveral times on the

fea-ſhore, but the ſhips are at a great diſtance from me; I can

hardlydifcernaman on the maſt or deck of aſhip." Queſtion :

Whether only onefort of music, or more, are uſed at Madras ?

Anf. Many of each fort, and they are diftinguiſhed by theſe

names, viz. drums, fifes, flutes, clarinets, French-horn, and

bazoon. Queſtion: On what occaſion do they uſe theſe muſics ?

Anf. For foldiers to march, to ſalute, to retreat, and ſuch like.

The fubject on muſic he ended, and the next was to this effect.

Heafkedmewhether I am an Engliſhman. I anſwered, Yes ;

but that I am a native of India. Queſtion: What employment

are thoſe Engliſhmen and natives of Indiaput into ? Anf. Firſt

they are put into a ſchool inſtituted by the firkar, and, at the

age oftwelve or fourteen years, they are put out in order to learn

tradeor buſineſs-as a mechanic, merchant, ſailor, writer, and

fuch like. Queſt. Whether they are enlisted as foldiers ? Anf. No.

June 11th. After this the Sultaun aroſe (five hours being

elapſed) to quit the court, and defired the preſent (of a hundred

rupees) to bedelivered into my hands, with thesewords : "This

isgiven you as apreſent for the trouble you took in performing.

thoſe experiments,which verilypleaſed me:" and acommand, that

Iam to ſtayin the fort ten days: " After which," he continued,

"Iwill fendyou to Kiftnagherry with two hircarrahs, in order

toconductyou ſafely through my country." I returned thecom-

plimentwith afalam, in the manner I was inftructed, ſaying, that

Ithankfully accept his preſent, andam willing to obey his com-

mands. The language which the Sultaun ufed was the Carnatic

Malabar. Mine very little differed from his. Poornhia/was the

interpreter of ſuch terms as the Sultaundid not underſtand, and

Capt.Doveton favoured me with his butler (who understood and

ſpoke the Moor language to perfection) to help me in going

through the experiments.
THE END.
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