This is a reproduction of a library book that was digitized
by Google as part of an ongoing effort to preserve the
information in books and make it universally accessible.

Google books

https://books.google.com



https://books.google.com/books?id=cZtbAAAAQAAJ

Digiized by Goog[e



€ntered at Dtationers’ Pall.




TO THE HONOURABLE
THE CHAIRMAN,
THE DEPUTY CHAIRMAN,

AND
THE DIRECTORS,

OF THRE

EAST INDIA COMPANY;

THE PRESIDENT IN COUNCIL OF
FORT ST. GEORGE;

AND TO

THE DIRECTORS OF THE MALE
ASYLUM AT MADRAS;

THIS SCHEME
OF THEY

MODE OF TEACHING PRACTISED
AT THEIR ESTABLISHMENT,

IS RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED,

BY THEIR MOST FAITHFUL, AND

VERY OBEDIENT SERVANT,
[

A.BELL.

o by — e o - VT T



T e —



PREFACE

In the education of youth three objetts
prefented themfelves to my mind: to
prevent the wafte of time in f{chool; to
- render the condition of pupils pleafant to
themfelves; and to lead the attention
to proper purfuits. In other words, my
purpofe was to make good fcholars, good
men, and good Chriftians.

In charge of a new inftitution, and, by
fituation, free from any bias or trammel
that might warp the mind or fhackle ex-
ertion, I tried every method, which a
long and earneft attention to the nature
and’ difpofition of youth fuggefted, to
accomplith thele ends to my own fatis-
fa@tion. After many attempts, with va-
rious fuccefs, I refted in a fyftem, fur-
paffing, in its effeft, any expetation I
had formed, and  far exceeding the moft
fanguine hopes” of the direCtors of the

a3’ inftitution,
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inftitution, and others interefted in the
event, L X ,
The experiment, thus made at Madras,
has appeared to thofe, who have wit-
‘neffed the refult, convincing and decifive
in regard to charitable eftablifhments;
and the plan of education, there adoptcd,
has, after the experience of feveral years,
been, by thofe whofe opinions are likely
to have the greateft weight, recommended
to fimilar eftablifhments. How far fuch
a fyftem will apply to education in ge-
neral, may be inferred from the tenour
of the following report. That farther
and fimilar trials may be made, 'and the
fuccefs, in cvery inftance, afcertained by
experience, is the aim of this publication.

INTRO-




INTRODUCTION.

COPY.

Feb. 10th, 3796,

Lozrp HOBAR’I‘ prefents his compliments to
Dr. Bell, and has the pleafure to acquaint him
that he has read with much attention the ex-
tralts from the Reports of the Male Afylum,
which he tran{mitted to him, and is of opmxon
that the fyﬁem is fo good, and fo well calcu-
lated to promote the purpofes of education in
general, but more particularly in eftablithments
fimilar to that which has evidently derived fuch
important -advantages from it, that he confiders
its promulgation to the public might be at-
tended with the moft beneficial effeis.

ExtrACTS



(- viii )

ExTrACTs of GENERAL LETTERs from the
Government of Fort St. George to the Honour-

- able the Court of Direlors of the Eaft India
Company, in the Military Department. -

1793, Jan. 3oth. Para. 79. We have the
honour to fend in the packet copy of a letter
from the DireCtors of the Male Orphan So-
ciety, with the annual report of the ftate of the
inflitution and its funds, a return of the boys
* on the foundation, and copy of the regulations
of the fchool, as they have been lately enlarged
and improved.

Para. 48. We think it due to the Rev.
Dr. Bell,- who fuperintends the education of
the boys, to obferve, that his unrcmitting zeal
and attention to the objeéts of the truft com-
_ mitted to him deferve our particular approba-
tion. :
1794, Feb. 18th. Para. 110. In the 46th
para. of this Addrefs we have referred your
Honourable Court to the Report tranfiitted

from the DireCtors of the Male Afylum, re-
- lative

e —
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lative to the rife and progrefs of that inftitu-
tion; and, &s this fubje® is now fully before
you, we think it a juftice due to the Rev. Dr.
Bell to teftify our approbation of the zeal,
ability, and fucce[s,_wit’h which he has con-
du@ed the fchool belonging to this charity, for
more than four years, entirely correfponding'to
the difinterefted motives which induced him
to undertake the charge, and uniforimly to de-
cline all proffered falary for the tatk.

1796, Aug. 16th. Para 53. In the lift of
perfons permitted to proceed to Europe on fur-
Jough, tranfmitted with our {aft addrefs, the
name of the Rev. Dr. Bell appears, who was
 faid to have received an advance of fix
months chaplain’s pay. This gentleman, not
being prepared to leave India at that time,
drew nothing in advance, but now avails
himfelf of the permiffion we then granted,
under the orders of the fupreme government.
We have often had occafion to notice the me-
ritorious conduét of Dr. Bell in his manage-

ment of the School for Male Orphans (of
7 which

. ’ -
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which he has had the charge from its firft in-

ftitution to the prefent time), as well as in his .

general charater, which has been at all times
exemplanly corre@®. And here we muft ob-

ferve, that the extraordinary degree of faccefs.

which has attended the mode of education in-
- troduced by him, has gone beyond all ex-
pe&ation, and does him the higheﬁ credit.
But this will be better known by a reference
to the papers, which we have the honour to
fend a number in the packet, And in re-
commending them' to your confideration, and
the author to your favoﬁf, we do no more

than common juftice exalts from us, and

what we are well affured, both will be found

moft particularly to merit,

Cory of @ LETTER to the Honourable Sir Joux
SHORE, Bart. Governor General, in Council,
at Fort William.

Dated 6th Aug. 1796.

HoNOURABLE SIR,
"Pue Military Male Orphan Afylum hav-
ing flourithed under a fyftem of tuition alto-
gether
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gether new, we are defirous of diffufing, ef-
pecially in India, the report of its progfefs and
prefent ftate, and the mode of teaching prac~
tifed there, with a view to extend any benefits
which may arife from this fyftem amongft that
clafs of children to whom it feems peculiarly
adapted.

We have therefore the honour of tranfmit-
ing a copy of the Rev. Dr. Bell’s laft report
of the fchool, extra&ted from the records of
the inftitution, which we recommend as de-
ferving the attention of thofe who intereft
themfelves in the education and welfare of the
rifing generation. '

‘We have the honeur to bé, with refpe&,
Honourable Sir,
Your moft obedient, humble fervants,
(Signed) HoBART,
ALurep CLARKE,
EpwaARD SAUNDERS,
E. W. FALLOFIELD.

The counterpart to the government of
Bombay.

e -
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ERRATA.

- Page 38, dele Appendix; and for rgal" 17

" 45, infert at top Appendix.
-The following are the Report aud Papers to
‘which 2 reference is made above. -
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MALE ASYLUM
ar
EGMORE,

FORT ST. GEORGE, EAST INDIES.

e=] know him, that he will command his children, and his
houfehold after him, and they fhall keep the way of the Lord,
" todo juftice and judgment.~~GENESIS Xviil. 19«

Train up a child in the way he fhould go, and when he is old, he
will not depart from it.—PRovERBS Xxii. 6, .

9¢ 1t was the wifdom of ancient times,” fays Sencca, ¢ to canﬁdcr
what is moft.ufcful as moft illuftrious,”
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St. George.
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Te THE RIGHT HONOURANLK

LORD HOBART, PrESIDENT,
' THE '
VICE-PRESIDENTS, ano DIRECTORS,
OF THE

MALE ASYLUM

I~ compliance with the dire@ion of the com-
smittee nominated to take into confideration: the
remarks I took the liberty to offer in regard to
the revifion: of the code of regulations for the
Mare AsyLuM, I have the honour to fubmit
toyour lordfhip, thevice-prefidents, and dire&ota,
a fhort recital of the mode of ﬁeachmgpm&xftd
at this fchool In following the inftructions of
the commmee, it is my wifh to recount, in the
plaineft terms, the-economy of this fchool, that
the fcheme of education, which has frequently
been honoured with your approbation, may- be
fo marked-out, as may enable you, in the future,
to make fuch wfe of it as may be thought moft

conducive to the well-being of this inftitution.
I have taken the liberty to premife a very
brief ftatement of the foundation of this femi-
wnary, for the fake of thofe who. may with to
- Az tace.
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trace it to its origin, and be informed of its
~ chief objeét. . ’
It will be noticed, that the moft part, if not
the whole, of the following plan is gradually
developed in the feveral reports entered on your
minutes, which I have had the honour to make
to this fociety. In thefe are to be feen the
origin and progrefs of thofe meafures which, as
often as they have been found to fucceed on a
fair and full trial, have been’adopted, and are
incorporated into the {yflem which is now di~
gefted. In thefe is recorded the manner in
which it has been attempted to ¢ lay a folid
foundation for this fabric, to eftablith fuch a
work as may deferve to be permanent, and to
give it that form and confiftency which time and ' !
experience can alone prodyce for any human
inftitution; and which, when attained, can
only be fecured by wife precautions and falutary
checks.” In thefe are to be traced ¢ the gra-
" dual and fecure fteps” by which this object has
been profecuted, ¢ .according to the capacity,-
ability, and difpofition, of the mafters or ufhers,
and according to the affiftance I could derive
from the fcholars alting as teachers *.” ’

“The Honourable the Court of Direttors hav-.
ing, * in their general letter of the 14th March,

® Report, 1ft January, 1795 . ‘ s
: - 1786, '

\
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1986, been pleafed to teflify their approbation:
of the plan eftablifhed at Calcutta for the edu-~
cation of the orphan children at that fettlement,
and to order that it {hall be adopted at Madras,””
the Honourable the Prefident, in council at
Fort St. George, recommended, in a letter of
27th June, 1747, to the minifters and church-~

~ wardens to eftablith a fimilar inftitution for the

male orphans on the coaft of Coromandel. An
eftablithment had been already formed, under
the patronage of Lady CAMPBELL, for the edu~
cation and maintenance of femaie orphans.

At a veftry, held on the 13th July 1787
for this purpofe, a committee was formed to di-
geft a plan for the education and maintenance
of the orphan and diftreflfed male children of the
European military on this eftablithment, con-
formably to the recommendation of government.

The committee, having previoully obtained
a return of the probable number of boys who
might be the objects of the propofed eftablith-
meat, and having calculated the probable ex~
penfe, formed upon the experience of the

- a&tual cott of fupporting thofe feminaries al-
ready eftablifhed on the coaft (the charity {chools
at the Prefidency, Tritchinopely, &c.), pro- »
propofed that one half of this expenfe fhould be
defrayed by the Company, and the other by the

A3 community
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community by volunt:;ry fubfcription. The
Prefident and Council were pleafed to limit this
provifion, for the prefent, to the fupport of an
hundred orphans; and to appropriate Egmore
redoubt for the ufe of this eftablithment.

The fchool was opened in the year 1789, |

when, at the requeft of thé committee for form-
ing the Male Afylum, I entered upon the charge
of this charitable inftitution.

“To be more particularly ufeful in my ftation,
than I could otherwife be, was my motive for
engaging in fo laborious an employment.

Upon men advanced in years, and confirmed
in their habits of thinking and of living, it is al-
ways difficult to make any great impreffion, fo
as to produce a change or work a reformation;
and perhaps this difficulty is increafed in foreign

parts. But'in the inftruction of youth the cafe

is far otherwife, Here is a field for a clergy-
man to animate his exertion, and encourage his
* diligence, Here his fuccefs is certain, and will

bear proportion to the ability he fhall difcover,

the labour he fhall beftow, and the means he
fhall employ. It is by inftilling principles of
religion and morality into the minds of the
young that he can beft accomplifh the:ends of
his miniftry. It is by forming them to habits
of diligence, induftry, veracity, and honefty,

-8 and

-+
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and by inftru&ting them in ufeful knowledge,

“that he can beft promote their individual intes

feft, and ferve the ftate to which they belong—

two purpofes which cannot, in found policy, or
even in reality, exift apart. "

It has long been faid, that the half-caft chll-
dren of this country fthew an evident inferiority -
in the talents of the head, the qualities of the
mind, and the virtues of the heart. I will not
enter into the queftion, How far government,
or climate, and perhaps complexion as conne&ted
with climate, influence the charaer of the .
human race. Whatever may ‘be the opinion
on thefe heads, I believe that the effe&t of edu-
cation will not be denied. -All, however, will
not allow the fame influence to this caufe as
thofe do who have had frequent occafion to wit-
nefs itseffe@sindifferent fitugtions. I think1fee,
in’ the very firft maxims which the mothers of
thefe children inftil into their infant minds, the
fource of every corrupt practice, and an infalli-
ble mode of forming a degenerate race*, To

refcue

#* « The fchool promifes f;{i}' to prefent’to me the fole reward,

I have fought of all my ‘lnho\?rs;—'with my young pupils, by giving
to fociety an annual crop of good and uicful fub'erfts, many of
them refcued from the loweft ftate of deprav:ty and wretchcdncfs.
< Xf the fpirit 1 have tned to infufe mto ‘the mmds of our youths do’

not evaporate, 1 defpaxr not of yrovmg, o the obfenant fp:&ator,\
that’
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refcue thefe boys from this condition, if poffi-
ble, were an obje& worthy of the utmoft ambi-
tion. The difficulties, which prefented them-
felves to my mind, were fufficient to ftimulate
the utmoft exertion. The prejudices enter-
tained on - this fubjeét were not the leaft; and
fiill more the chance that many of thofe youths,
when reclaimed or trained in good habits, would
again fall into fuch company as would corrupt
the/beft morals, and keep up the notion, that
the fault lay in the nature of the children, ra-
ther than the condition in which they were
placed. Under all thefe circumftances, how-
ever, the expeCtation I entertained of fuccefs
feemed to me to deferve the facrifice, and to
warrant the attempt, I was willing to make by
way of experiment; for I did net, on the out-
fet, forefee that I thould bring myfelf to devote
fo many of my years to this work.

Thehiftory of the fchoal of the Male Afylum,
, .
~that it is the perverfion of every right principle of education
which has hitherto, more than any other caufe, ftampt the cha-
raflers of the half-caft chuldren. Suppofe only deceit and trick,
taught by the parent, who has generally the charge of the infart
mind, as well by example as by precept, and you will readily ima-~
gine the confequence. T corredt this radical error will ever be
the moft difficuit part of my tafk; and it is therefore I have bent
my utmoft endcavours to root out this pervesfity.” Extra@t of
private letter df 35th June, 3794
from
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from its firft eftablithment, is a detail of difi-
culties. Among the teachers every thiné was
to be learnt relative to the conduét of a fchool.
The boys were, in general, ftubborn, perverfe,
and obftinate; much given to lying, and ad-
di¢ted to trick and duplicity. And thofe, who
were fomewhat advanced in age, or had made
any progrefs in reading or writing, were, for
the moft part, trained in cuftoms and habits in-
compatible with method and order. Among
thefe, however, there were happily feveral who
were induftrious and attentive in a high degree;
~and would have taught themfelves writing and
arithmetic at any fchool at which they had hapo
pened to be placed.
~ Ifoon found that, if ever the fchool was to
be brought into good order, taught according
to that method and fyftem which is effential to
every public inflitution, it muft be done either
by inftru&ing ufhers in the economy of fuch a
feminary, or by youths from among the pupils
trained for the purpofe. For a long time I
kept both of thefe objets in view; but was.in
the end compelled, after the moft painful ef--
forts of perfeverance, to abandon entirely the
former, and adhere folely to the latter. 1 found’
it difficult beyond meafure to new mode] the
‘ minds,
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niinds * of men of full years; and that when.
ever an uther was inftruéted fo far as to qualify
him for difcharging the office of a teacher of
" this fchool, I had formed a man who.could earn
a much higher falary than was allowed at this
charity, and on far eafier terms.. My fuccefs,
on the other hand, in training my young pu-
pils in habits of firict difcipline. and prompt obe-
dience exceeded my expectation; and every ftep
of my progrefs has confirmed and rivetted in
my mind the fuperiority of this new mode of
conduéting a fchool through the medium of the
fcholars themfelves. ‘

. One of my firft effays, for-I thought notliing -
beneath my attention that was. to promote- the
welfare of the rifing generation;. and perhaps
eftablifh.a feminary of public utility for ages to

® & Jt is a more difficult tafk to train ufhe?®——men grown up-
in diffefent habits, and drawn from occupations widely different,
» that knowledge, ordes, methed, and inflexible but miki dife
cipliae, eficnsial te the right condu@® and juftrimprovement of
their pupils, And it is not lefs difficult to infpire them with that
conftant and earneft attention to the condu& and behavious of the
oys, which is neceffary to wean their infant minds from the per-
nicious. maxims and habics of their earlieft youth, and the conta~
gion-of evil example; and to inculcate upon them, at every turn,
2 occafion offers, the value of truth, reditude, honetty, morality,
and religion, both as affording them the beft chaace of fuccefs in
“this life, and enfuring the certainty of happinefs in the future
fate*  Report, 1t Jan. 1795,

come,
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come, Was to inftru& beginners in the alphabet,
I had, at firft fight of a Malabar fchool, adopted
the idea of teaching the letters in fand fpread
over a board er bench before the fcholars, as
on the ground in the fchools of the natives of
this country; a praftice which, by the bye,
will elucidate a paffage * in holy writ better
than fome commentators have done. But till T
had trained boys whefe minds I could command,
and who only knew to do as they were bidden,
and were not difpofed to difpute or evade the
orders given them, I could not fully eftablifh
this fimple improvement, which has fince re-'
commended itfelf to every pesfon who has feen
it. The fame obftacles I found in every at-
tempt I made: to give' the thape and form of
method to this fchool, to adopt fuch praftices
as were eftablifhed in the beft regulated femi-
naries, or ‘to introduce, ‘as I went along, fuch
as appeared to me improvements in the ufual
mode of inftruction.

‘The advantages-of teaching the alphabet, by
wwriting the letters with the fingers in fand,
are many. It engages and amufes the mind,
and fo commands the attention, that it greatly

facilitates the toil, both of the mafter and

* We fee here every day cultems and pealices illugtmative .of
the fcgipe .
S fcholar.
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fcholar, It is alfo a far more effeCtual way

than that ufually pradtifed, as it prevents all
learning by rote, and gives, at the inftant and
in the firft operation, a diftin& and accurate

‘notion of the form of each letter, which in |

another way. is often not acquired after a long

period, and after a confiderable progrefs in read- -

ing, as may be feen in thofe who write letters
turned the wrong way, and other inftances fa-
miliar to every one. It likewife enables them,
at the very outfet, to diftinguith the letters of
afimilar caft, fuch asb, d, p, and q, the diffi-
culty of which is known to almoft every per-
fon who has taught or learnt the alphabet as it
is commonly taught and learnt.  While it thus
removes every obftacle which at firft puzzles
beginners, and interrupts their progrefs, it at the
fame time teaches the fcholar to write, and is
the beft preparation he can have for this néxt
ftage of his progrefs *

® Experience has evinced here the fuccefs of thefe meafures,
and I am perfuaded the experiment will never fail, when it is
fairly made, and with juft attention fo circumftances. But I am
often told it will not be believed that children are taught as iy
done at this fchool, and make a progrefs fo far beyond what is
wfual in the fame time. When one of our mafters had his fon
eatered laft year into this fchool, he came, after a while, and told
me, that the boy could not learn his alphabet in the manner prac-
tifed in the fchool, and he would be obliged to me to allow his fon
’ e

The /

»
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The fame manner of writing on the fand is
praftifed with the double letters and words of
two letters, In like manner the digits and
numbers are taught., Then the fcholar pro-
ceeds as ufual till he begins diffyllables, -when
he is never allowed to pronounce two fyllables
together till he has gone through the child’s
firft and fecond books, and a fpelling book.

. The advantage is manifeft; for the moment

you allow the fcholar, he will put the {yllables
together and pronounce the word at once; to
which, indeed, every learner is of himfelf dif~
pofed. The only difficulty is, to teach them to
read fyllables by themfelves, and words by

to be taught after the copimon mode. My reply was, Lhave
Jong feen that all the boys educated here learn their alphabet far
fooner and better in this way; but I know that your'fon, and
moft men’s own fons, cannot be taught like other children; go
and give your own direfions as to his education, only let there
be no interference with the other boys. ~ In about a fortnight he
came to me again, and requefted I would allow the boy to be
taught as the other boys, and along with them. My anfwer was,
Do as you pleafe with your fon, only let there be na interference
with the other foholars. It was all I wanted, that he thould prove,
by experiment, that no other mode, which he could try, was-fo
eafy, fo pleafing, or fo fuccefsful, cither for the fcholar or the
teacher. I am particular in thefe points, becaufe { am often told,
by thofe who vifit this fcheol, that they believed it impoffible to
teach children to read and write as thefe do in the courfe of
twelve months; and that it will nat be believed if reported in
Europe., .

; B themfelves,
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ﬂsc'mfé'lvcs, ¥nd not a 'whole fentente ‘tft onice,

# 'many boys, who have come to this fchodl
after fome progrefs, do.” And in this cafe they
make continual blunders, not only in the be-
ginning and middle, and "efpecially the termi-
fation of words; but alfo conftantly miftaking
one woid for another, leavmg out and intro-
ducing words at random. It is on this account
that the fcholar is not allowed, for fome time
after he reads a word at once, to join two words
together, as in the ufual mode of fpeaking and
reading, but is direCted to paufe awhile at the
end of every word; and whenever he miftakes
any word, he muft read-it by fyllables, as thus,
¢ com-men-da-ble.” So much for the firft
minutiz, which I have detailed as a fpecimen.
Were I to purfue this fubje@ through all its
Rages I fhould fill a volume.

Let me only obferve, that when a boy be-
gins to write, fumilar attentions are paid at the
outfet, and all along. For example: every

fcholar is made, at the firft, to rule his own pa-

per; and this he is at once taught to do as well
@s any mafter. No teacher, or ather perfon, is
ever allowed, at any time or under any pretext,
to write a fingle letter in the {cholar’s copy, ot
cyphering, -or other book, but himfelf. And,
as foon as‘cax be, he mu& make his own pen,

and
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and do-every thing for himfelf, with the direc-
tion only of a teacher. The difficulty.of prep
wenting mafters, who have had all thefe things:
done for them at fchool, from doing them themye
felves inftead of .teaching their pupils to do
them, is wonderful to me, when I refle& upon
jt after the event. A detail of the obﬁacles,
which were experienced from this quarter, to
every ftep of the progrefs in improvement of
this fchool, would difplay the moft ufeful leffons
pf the baleful effedts of that prejudice and cuf-
gom, the univerfal law of this country, which
will. nat allow a man to attempt any thing but
what has been done before, cither by hss fathcr
o5 hunﬁ:lf *, .
) Each
. ® At the efisblihment of the’ fchool there were appointed a
fshoolmafter and two ufhers, the former with a falary of twenty
pagodas, the latter of fifteen pagodas each a month. At this tirde
¥ found every thing wanting which properly conftitutes a fthool,
gacept cxemplary manners, and a greag degree of external de-
amcy and inoffenfive qualities in th: teachers. The boys were
- mot arranged into claffes ; or, if any of them weré, it was told to
me that they c,:mld not be taught totake their placesin the cluffes,
nor- the beginnings and endings of their daily' leffuns; and thag .
.they would often do no.more than fay one lcffon a day, and fome= -
times only in. two or three days, I defired one -of- the uthers to
thew me the clafs which he thought could be taught none of thofe
things as I dire&ed. And as F found their habits of education
And of thinkiog were altogether thofe of the country, I told hup
I wauld convince him that.what. 1 reqmmd cauld be dane with fa-
L : BRa . ﬂhr"c
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Each boy writes in the firft page,'of his copy, -

or other book, from the largeft to the fmalleft
hand, a line of each; when the teacher; on
'compari‘ng;this fpccimcr{ with his former book,
fingles out that hand which it is fitteft the fcho-
lar fhould write. The boy then copies, in the
" next page, an example of that hand in thefe
‘words : ¢ This hand I am to keep to in writ-
ing throughout this book ; and fhould I deviate
from this rule wilfully and through careleflnefs,
I am to be brought to punifhment according to
the regulations of this {chool. » And in “the
books of cyphering this fample page contains
the ﬁgns in arithmetic, inftances of the different
ways in which they are ufed, and frational
numbers expreffed; fo that the learner may
‘never be at a lofs for the pattern by whlch he is
* .to go. Every day he puts down in his books,

'with a pencil or otherwife, the day of the '

‘month, at the termination of his day’s tafk,

‘And, on a page at the end of his book, he daily

€ility, “That though there woutd be fome difficulty in the firft -

attempt, yet I would engage to do with thefe boys, in one hour,
‘what I had requifed of him in one day. Accordingly I.'defired
Yiim to attend me with them in my room ; and, placing my watch
‘ori the table, finifhed in onc hour thé tafk I had preferibed of five
leffons for one day ; and taught them, at the fame time,' what [

had been tobd was impoffible, to take their places in order in -the:

‘elafs,

-

regifters
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tegifters the number of leflons faid, pages writ-
ten, fums wrought, tatks performed, &c. &c. &¢.
which. the teacher compares with what he did
the day before, and what the other boys do;
and, at the end of each month, thefe are all
added by the fcholar, and compatred by his
teacher with the former month, and what has
been done by others in fchool. Inall this there
is nothing but what is fimple, eafy, and beauti-
ful. The teacher of every clafs, and his affiftant,
- are anfwerable that one fingle, invariable rule
be obferved ; and it is rendered familiar by daily
praltice to every boy in the fchool, who is made
fenfible of its utility and advantage. The nice
fenfibility among’ the teachers, when the leaft
error is dete&ted, is aftonifhing, and almoft al~
ways fuperfedes the neceflity of punifhment.

The fchool is thus rendered a fcene of amufe-
ment to the fckolar, and a fpectacle of deligbt
to the beholder; from which I feel it will be
difficult for me to wean my mind, And fuch
is the effe&, that, ina late repoxt I had from
one of the mafters, it was faid that the boys
were now all of them fo familiar with, and fo
inftruéted in, the {yftem, and felt it fo well
calculated to promote their welfare, to advance
their learring, and to preclude punithment,
“that they did not require looking after, as they

of tbemfclvcs habitually performed their daily
- B3 tafks.
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‘tafks. But this muft be received with a grain
of allowance, as I have ever obferved, that the
-fmalleft inattention to the prefervation of any
part of the fyﬁem occafions a propomonal fall-
ing off.
“The fyftem of the fchool may be feen in the
following fcheme:

Moaflers of the Male Afylum.

Fraxcis Jounson, the fchoolmafter, has a
general charge. . .
RicHarDp Tavror has a general cbarge in
~ one of the fchool rooms.
James BLOOD has charge out of fchool.

", When the falary of men capable of teaching
this fchool would not be lefs than 30 or 50, or

even 100 pagodas a month, thefe maﬁcrs receive:

enly 5, 10, and 135.
- None of the mafters have made a progrefs in
‘letters equal to the boys in the firft clafs. Their
~duty is not to teach, but to look after the va~
rious departments of the inftitution ; to obferve
that the daily tafks are performed; to take care
of the beys in and out of fchool; and to mark
any irregularity, inattention, and neglect, among
the teachers or the f{cholars: and I have great

reafon to be pleafed with the fidelity, diligence,

and attention, with which thefe offices are per-
* formed.

LIST

—
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A youth of feventeen years of age attended
the embafly to Tippoo Sultaun, when ¥ the
boftage princes were reftored, and went through
a courfe of- experiments in natural philofophy
in the prefence of the Sultaun; and was de-

tained nineteen days by the Sultaun, after the _

- embafly had taken leave, to inftru& two of his
arz begs (lords of the requefls) in the ufe of an
extenfive and elegant philofophical and mathe-

matical apparatus, prefented to him by the go--

vernment of Madras.
Boys of twelve years of age have been in-

firated in arithmetic vulgar and decimal, book--

keeping, grammar, geography, geometry, men-
furation, navigation, and aftronomy.

Several boys of twelve years of age, and only
two years in fchool, have learnt arithmetic, as’
far as vulgar fraltions, grammar, and geo-
graphy. . .

. Boys of nine years of age, and only two

years in fchool, have learnt grammar and ged- )

graphy.

Charles Hancock, a boy of fourteen 'years-

and one month, has affifted in teaching the firft
clafs with diligence and fuccefs for a year.  ~

* He was juft before this time bound an zpprcntxoc, asa clerk
in the revenue department, for three years, with a falary of 120
pagodas (48/, Rerling) per.annum, to Captain Alexander Read.

Stevens,

~

.

T — e ——— -y — .t AS s
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" Stevens, a boy of fourteen: years ang three
months, has, for the fame time, taught the fe-
cond clafs of twenty-eight boys, who read geo-
graphy, grammar, arithmetic as far as vulgar
fraltions, with great ability and fuccefs. - This
youth has the fole charge of this clafs, with the
affiftance only of the boys of the firft clafs, who
€ach in rotation a&t under him for a day.
Frifkin, of twelve years and eight months,
with-his affiftants. of feven, eight,” nine, ‘and
~ eleven years of age; has taught boys of four,
five, and fix years, to read the SpeQtator dif-
. tm&ly, and fpell every word accurately as they
go along, who were only initiated into the myf-
‘teries- of their A, B, C, eight months before,
and have read the Child’s Firft and Second
Books twice over, and gone through two fpel+
ling books, the Pfalter, a great part of the Old
Teftament, and all the New; and who can
make numbers with their fingers in the fand to
one thoufand; and who have leamt hymns,
ftops and marks, catechnfm tablcs in arithmetic,
and to write. -
.+ This boy has been employed in teachmg the-
Jower claffes for two years; and his department
in the fchool was firft brought to that -form
which I had fet my mind upon ;*and has ever -
fince been uniformly conduéted with greatat- -
“tention and effect. A
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. Many.of the boys. write an excellent hand,.
and all of them learn to write. well. Theix
books are all fair; and fome of the boys copy:
charts, &c. wonderfully for. their age, and make
globes for themfelves, by which thiey teach one
anether the firft principles of geography and
altrenomy.

- There is fcarce a boy, unlcfs retained 38 a
teacher, now left on the foundation of this
_fchool more than twelve years of age. There
. i3 a conftant demand for boys grown up to a
juft age and fize for apprentices, and a choice:
of mafters and of employment for fuch boys.

Qut of the complement, to which this fchool
was heretofore reftriCted, of an hundred boys-
on the foundation, there have already been
bound out no lefs than feventy-four boys, whoy
at an average, were each. of them lefs- than
twelve years of age when bound: out, and. had:
been each, onan avcrage, lefs thanr four year&

. {chool.

' . Every perfon has obferved ‘how much tlmc
is ufually trifled away by children in fchool;
and no bne will doubt of the "advantage which.
would be gained by preventing this unprofitablé
wafte of time; nor would any one but will
that his fon fhould be inftruted in fuch » man-
fier.as would employ all, or the greatefb part;
: oo - of

N
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of the titne he fpends in Tcheol wfefiflly, pro-
wided this can be done, and the fchool not ren-
dered more irkfome to the fcholar. All thisTha.e
had-in view, and had forméd a refolution not
Tightly to quit this charge until I had made-every
effort, withm ‘the compals of ‘my -abilities, ta
accomplifh thefe points.

- o mamy teachers, each having only-the tm-
tion of fuch a number of boys as he can at once
have under his eye, and within-his reach, com-
mand a conftant and perpetual attention on
the part of the fcholar. In moft fchools, the
want of this perpetual agency on the part of the
matfter is attempted to be fupplied by a fyftem
of terror.  But the fear of punifhment has nei-
ther fo conftant nor fo certain an operation ;
and the one mode is as far fuperior to the other,
as the prevention of evils is preferable to the
punithment of crimes. Befide, the mafter, who
has a number of claffes under his fole charge,
cannot always diftinguith between the defi-
ciency which arifes from want of capacity and
memory, and that which is owing to- idlenefs
and inattention ; though the latter of thefe ouly
thould be treated with afperity. The buﬁncfé
of our little teachers (and they perform it to
admiration) is not to corre&, but to _prevent
faults; not to deter-.from ill hehaviour by the

3 _, fear



(24 )
fear of punifhment, but, by preventing ill-be-
haviour, to preclude the ufe of punithment.” -
The utmoft benefit arifes from the confider-
ation, that the teachers being fo young have no
means of influence by which they can deter or
prevent thofe over them, or their fchoolfcllows,

from noting and remarking their omiffions or
commiffions of every kind. A fingle mafter,
when employed as a teacher, by negleting his .

duty interrupts the whole fchool in fucceffion,
and often throws the fcholars back as they pafs
through his hanids. And as the mafters cannot
fo readily be brought to 'interfere with the tafks
of one another, or to put one afother right; fo
'amongﬁ them jealoufies coniinuallv arife, and
they often connive at the negle&s of each other.
Befides, an indifferent uther often remains an
incumbrance upon the {chool, whom you can-
not readily get rid of, and ftill lefs readily fill up
his place when he has left you. But, amongit
our pupils, there is ‘no hefitation in degrading
a teacher who fails in any of the tafks required
of him, and making trial of another, till, by
repeating the experiment, you find fuch as will
beft fuit your purpofe. After this manner the
fchool teaches itfelf *; and, a5 matters now

ftand,

* « 1 will fcarcely be believed how much ateention, dili-

:gence, and uniform perfeverance, thefe youths” (the teachers)
¢ difplay,
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~ fland, the {choolmafter -alone is effentially ne-. °
ceffary at this fchool. He has the charge of tho
daily difburfements and monthly expenfes un~ :
der the treafurer, and is to attend the fchool fo
is to maintain .the ebfervance of the rules. .
. The great advantage of the fyftem is, that
you have. a teacher and an affiftant for every |
clafs, who have not yet begun their career of
plea{ure, ambmon, or intereft; who have no
other occupatxon, no other purfuit, nothing to
employ their minds, but this fingle obje&t. Add
to this, that your afcmdanqr and dominion over
the young mind is complete, and eafily main-
tained; that thefe children can only do what is
affigned them .to do,. and fucceed the better in
teaching others, that they themfelves know 1o
more than what is level to the capacities of their

a difplay, and how much readier, eafier, and greater, the pro-
grefs of the fcholars is under the mode of tuition which they fol-
Yow, aad with which alone they are acquainted, than under the
_ delays and lofs of time incident to the.common modes of conduét~
ing the, {chools which I,have had occafion to fee. The motives
which operate upon them are more powerful than thofe you can
employ with grown men. In boys the flighteft inattention js
immediately deteced, and corrected as foon as dete@ed. Anor- -
der once given is carried into effeét without hefitation and without
difficulty,. The countenance of a fuperior, the flighteft rewards,
‘and the fear of punifhmént, for punifhment is feldom neceflary,
Rave a perpetual and mthntaneous effe€t.” Report, 1ft Jan,
2796,

c puplls,
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p'a'p:!s, and therefore lofe no titne in ‘teaelting
what is beyond ‘the ‘comprehrenfion -of their
fcholars, which is often o {mall impediment

and hiﬁdci‘ancddf education. Befide all this, |,
“every-clafs is paired off into teachers and {choe

Exrs; fo that a boy has always an inftraétor at
his ‘elbow, who is, in the firft inftante, anfwer-
able for his progrefs, then the affiftant, then the
teacher, then the fchoolmafer, and laft of all

thie Tupetintendant, whofe fcrutinifing éye muft

pervade the whole fyftein, whole adive mind
muft give it energy, and whofe unbiaffed judg-
ment muft maintain the general order and ‘har-
fmony.

The rule of the fchool is (for fuch is our Jin-
guage), that nio boy can do any thing right the
firft time ; but that he muft learh, when he firft
fets about it by means of his teacher, fo as to be
able to do it himfelf ever after.

When the generality of thefe teathets andv

dffiftants have fpenta year in that charier,
they return to their place in the fchool. Their
progrefs next year is beyond what it would have,
been had not they taught themiclves when they.
taught others.

By thefe mearis a few good’ boys, feletted for
the purpofe, as teachers of the refpoétive clafles,
form the whole fchool, teach their pupils to

think

e —
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think rightly, and mixing in all their little
amvlements and diverfions, fecure them againft
the contagion of ill example, or the force of il
‘hapits ; and, by feeing that they treat one ano-
ther kindly, render their condition contented
and happy.

The confequence has been, that the black
bpok (as the boys call it), or regifter of offences
-and il bebayiour, which is regularly kept and
-examined once a week, is now of fuch a fort ¥,

that, for months together, it has not been found

- meceflary to inflit a fingle pumfhment upon
any of the culprita. =~
When abad, lying boy comesﬁo fchool, the
teacher of the lqwcr claffes muf} find a goad’
‘bey- to-take care of him, teach Kim, right prin-
. ciples Iike the, other boys, treat him kingdly, re-

-eencile him to the fchool, and render him happy, . . . -
YM%-MM«-J*M fchoml

.30d playfellows. It is no lefs bepeSwi 10 the .
-cpmson weal, thay wheaevsr 3  hey behaves ill,

T % e T ilmok everycak of il behaviour 1 make the béys

. \:h'aéfdiu jndp' oﬁnniwcme or guik, a.bd havch;vér hag tdbn :

their awaxd gthermfe than to r;mnt or mm;ate ehe ywnﬂ:menb o

whcn I have thought that the formality of the trial and of ¢
fentence were fufficient to produce the effet required—the ameﬁd—
“mdnt of the ealgrit, and the daterting of ether ky\fmuthﬁm
Wi Regorey 38 Jan. 1796
C.a2 and
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and lofes his name with you, the boys to whofe
+  minds yow give the lead, behave in the fanie
manner you do to him ; and whenever he fhews
any degree of that obftinacy which it was fo
Tong and fo difficult to eradicate from thefe
children, they even refufe to admit him as their
‘playfellow, and chafe him down, till he is
brought to his fenfes and to goed conduét, far
more faceefsfully than the fevereft punifhment
infliGted in fchool, but difregarded, or even glo-
ried in, out of fchool. i
In all this, however, a. great dcal dcpends ‘on
every boy in the fchool being fenfible (for
every one of them has a judgment of his own) .
-that you have in view only their:geod; in filling
their infant minds, by the uniform intereft you
take'in their welfare and comfort, with a fure

confidence that they will meet with your courr
’\——’Qnancq, fuppoft, and 1avour, wWhich 1s ot great
valu¢ wo «hem, whenever they do right;ard

*with your difapprobation, difpleafure; and re-

- fentment, which they greatly dread, whenever

. they do wrong; in teaching them, by their daily

cxperience of your conduét towards them, tb

confider you as their friend, their bencfaltor,
their guide, and their parent.

_ The grand tafk here was to infpire into the

'youths a ftrict rcgard to veracity, .a- hatred of

. : . trick
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trick and difimylation, a refpe@® to morufity,
and jut principles of our holy religion. The
meceflity of nniform attention to this point can-
mot be too firongly enforced, Whep 1 had oc-
fign 1o be abfent, fome years ago, for a menth
* from the fchool, 1 was greatly alarmed, on my
Jsturn, at 3 lis, en a trifling affais, Being told
e by upwards of £fty boys, who all faid they
did npt do, o5 fee done, what had juft paffed be-
fore their gyes, The fleps I took on that oc-
.safion have prevented the repetition of any thing
fwmilat ever fince.

It wonld perhaps be shought an omiffion, in
this ftatement, if 1were to overlook the parti-
«alar offels of she fyfem on the finances of
this inftitution. I do not here fpeak of the
_very great donations which have been made to
this fociety, efpecially of late yeass, by the L~ ~
1 b'er_éli;y of the army, the public, and indivi-
-duals, though it were fair to fay (and equally
honourable to the benefalors of this chanty
-and to the inflitation), that we are indebted, in
“fome degree, to the high favour and eftimation
in which this fchool is held, for the many a&s
of munificence by which the funds have been
gradually raifed to their prefent very flowrithing
- condition ; I fpeak only of the internal economy
of the fchool. o .
Cj3 Previous
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‘Previous to the féundation of this’ femindy
the committee calcalated, on the experience of
‘the charity fchools on the coaft of Coromandel,
that the expenfe would aimount, en the mo#
economical plan, to 10 *Arcot rupées, or (at
360 Arcot rupees for 100 pagodas) pagodds
2 : 35 a boy. Correfponding with this caleu-
lation was an eftimate made by the treafuret
fome time after the opening of the fchool. And
the real + expenditure did not fall fhort of thefe
.calculations. - And, indeed, had the fyftem then
adopted been purfued, and no other was known
at that time, and the precedents been followed,
which alone exifted at that-period, fuch might
have been-the refult: But by the new:fyftcmn
the expenfe has been greatly reduced; :and

#* ———t Two, hundred and thirty boys have already been re-
ported, the fupport and cducat.xon of which number will require a
confiderable fund. Upon a calculation of the probabte expenfe,
formed upon the experience of the afual coft of fupporting thofe
feminarits already eftablithed on the coafl, viz. the charity. fchoals
at the Prefidency, Tritchinopoly, &c. it appears, vipon the maft
economical plag, the amount, including all charges of board, cloth-
ing, and education, cannot be fafely rated at lefs than ten a. rupces
per month for each boy.”  Letter of the Committec of the Mals
Afylum to the Hon. Major Generat Sir Archibald Campbell, K. X.
Governor, in Louncll, and Commaader in Chief, dated 24th N av.
1737

1‘ Treafurer’s abruts,

!

’

K

the
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the * eftablifhment of  mafteis and fervanfs R
‘thre-fchool * for 200 boys is lefs expeuﬁve, and
" far more efficient, than that made at the foun~ .
‘dation of this charity, and continued for fome
‘time, while there' was but a fmall proportion of
‘our’ prefent numbeérs” “The monthly expenfe
for - Hie laft' year, during the period that the
fchool has be¢n entirely taught by the -boys,
from 11t June, 1795, to 31ft May, 1796 (in-
‘cluding the furgeon’s falary, and other collateral
expenfes connefted with this eftablithment,
not taken into the calculations made by the come-
mittee and the treafurer), is pagodas 1:3r:4r.
And, ‘as the numbers increafe, this expenfe
- will continue to diminifh in proportion. Call
the redution already made (the difference be-
tween pagodas 2 : 35 and pagodas I : 31:41),
‘call' it only a pagoda a boy for the prefent num-
ber of 200 boys, and there is an annual favmg
‘of pagodas 2400, or §60/. fterling. This is one
“of the caufes to which we are indebted for the
‘rapid progrefs of the funds. - Add to this the fu-
“perintendant’s falary for the feven years paft, at
"100 pagodas a month, and there is ‘another fav-
ing,' which has raifcd ‘the: funds pagodas 84oo,

' At the commencement. of the fchool the falary of maﬂm
amountcd to 600 pagodas ayear; for the laft )car it falls Ihm
of 400.

’ 3 - - oy
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qu;éol fresling, independent of the intpreft op
ghe parts of thele fums. as thcy would- have
Sllen due. ,
But fuch, advantaggs are, in fome meafure,
-incidental, 3s it was my: clnef objed, in raifing .
;p my youag teachems, to carry into effeft the
intentions of the Honpurable Conrt of Dirge-
tors (when they ordered this eftablithment to be
formed) in fuch a mapner as might be moft
conducive to their views, to the interefts of this
government, to the benefit of fociety, and to
the good of the pupils committed to my charge ;
all of which objeCs have been, and are fo
‘blended together in my mind, that I cannot fe-
parate them even in imagipation. .
~ I'am not, indeed, ignorant that a prejudice is
entertained by fome againft fuch inflitutions.
It is not for me to fpeak to this prejudice jn this
place. But it is the grand aim of this feminary -
to inftil into thefe children ‘every principle fit-
ting for good fubje&s, good men, good Chrif-
tians; and they are brought np in fuch habis
as may render them moft ufeful to thejr patrons
. and benefa&tors, to whom they owe fuch pecu-
- liar duty. And it is my decided opinion, formed
‘upon the uniform experience I have had, that
"in no other way could ] have ferved them ef-
feCtually ; and that in no othcr way can they
ever
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ever ferve themfelves effeGually ; and that if tHe
ufe is made of them for which they are brought
up,”and by which they can’ moft profit the
public and themfelves, it will be attended with
tbc happieft effe@s ; many of which are already
as well known to members of this fociety as to
'me. Every good in life may indeed -be cor-
yupted and abufed, and that too in proportion
%o its real advantage when uncorrupt. But to
guard againft fuch abufes will be the care of
 ‘thofe who prefide over this'inftitation ; and I
 ‘have not a-doubt of their fuccefs.

' Even thofe objeQions, which are fometimes
‘made to fuch charities in Europe, whether welt
‘or ill founded I do riot inquire, will not apply
‘to-thefe boys in this country.” Here the effeét
of climate on the-animal fpirits is obvious, and
«annot be queftioned. * The ftare of fociety, the
Tank of thefe children, the hold you have of
them by the mode of education and difcipline,
by the habits in which they are bred, by every
!principle ‘and by every préjudice; all is calcus
Jated to render them valuable to thisfettlemeng
and fubfervient to the general good. They are
inftraments in yourt hands, fitted for your hahds,
‘and no other, and can in no ways fiil you. But
-I muft not-enter uponia queftion on which yoh
“hdve hcretéfore -often given your-decifive judg-
v, « ment,

'
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ment. With every apdogy for what Lhave
faid on a fubje® not immediately under- Jif-
cuffion, I return to the tafk affigned me by
your committec.

- Other meafures were dxrc&ed fp]ely to ;hc
purpofe of economy ; but I nged not reconnt
the fteps I was at times, compelled to take tor
check and prevent thofe abufes, fo apt to creep
ioto every eﬁahlxlhmcnt 3, it grows up, frony
gaining ground here, as. t.hcy are detaxlcd in my
official Report of i} July, 1795, in a letter tor
the AQing Secsetary, Major Agnew. J {bau
snly obferve, that on no eceafion, and on no
pecount, has ever any dedudtion been made
from the, aHowances of the bays, Every altery
ptien in fare, or drefs, or treasment, which has
been made, has been to add to the camforts,
and improve the cunilitiosty of the bays at this
fchgol, This, indeed, has been done ofiensr
than once, and the expenfe. 3t the fame timg

yedused; And.it is.only by #aigid atiention w

Such pqints, that the charity can be maiutained

. onthe fmgal sud tmpmwl femmg on; whlab 3
" ftands, .

L, It mucb 10 be iamentgd,, bnt itis the ecaf

dition of human affairs, that oppofition is to be-

made to every benefigil wosk, efpacially. If

~mew, in propartion to The pesjudicq it may
R combat,

A)

~{;

.‘;"

S————_
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combat, and-to the aﬂv:ﬁmge with’ Whith it ie
attended. But it ‘hds hitherto been moft for-
tunate for this fchool, that its befl interelts have
snet with the effe€tual fupport of your Lordthip.
and the Dire&ors of ¢he inftitution; and I am\
confident yout Lordthip will not be wanting in
what ‘remains to be done for this charity.

Such is the refult of the effay T have made at
this fchool. Whther the faccels of thefe mea-
fures’ dcpcnds upon circumftances, peculiar to
the chara&er or condition of thefe children, or
whether a fimilar’ atternpt would be attcnded
with’ equal faccels in every charity or free
{hool, whete the malter poffeffes the fame un-
quallﬁea and unlimited powers over the fcho-
lirs, fo as in every cafe to direl their energy

.in lhe “way which feems to him moft fubfers

vient to “the genieral good 1 do not fay; much
1és do T prefume ‘to. fay, whether the fyftem
tmght not e fo modified as to be rendered prac-
ticable in the hands of imaters of talents and
iriduftry equal to the tatk, and poffefing the
eohfidence of parents, in the gencrality of public
fchools and academies. But I am “anxious to
fee the experiment made in both mhances, with
Que ‘attention to circumftances, If fucccfsﬁll, I
‘fhould indulge the plefing hope, that a rational
foyndation were laid for forming the characters
' ' of
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of children, and implar'xt‘ing,in the infant, mind
fuch principles as might, perhaps, continue
through life, check the progrefs of vice and im-.
morality, meliorate the rifing generation, and
improve the ftate of fociety. The effet whxch
tlhe Greek’ and Roman claffics produce -upon
the youthful mind has been often marked ; and
the ancient hiftorians, .orators, ‘and. poets, are
known to. give a tmge to the fentiments, and a
bent to the genius, of thofe who read them
wnth Juﬂ relih. . The pradtice of early youth,
and fyﬁcmatu: arrangemeuts, could fearce fail
to produce habits, in advanced years, blghly fa—
vourable_to virtue, religion, and good govern-
ment. But I muft not yield to fuch fpecula-
tions, as my. object only is to detail, conform-
ably to the inftruétions of the Committee, what
has paffed here, with a view to perpetuate this
f; ftem at a fchool where it has proved fo bene-
(iycnal and to give it the chance of that diffufion
which may produce a fair trial in other fitu-
ations ; fo that its comparative value may be
afcertained by experiments fairly made, the
only juft criterion of every theory of fcience,
or politics, or education; but .which can only
be recommended with fafety when the rifk of
failure in fuccefs can be attended with no ferious
confequences. '

Thus
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- Thus have I endeavoured to perform the
poet affigned to- me at this fchool; ‘and the fare
ther I proceed in this tafk, the more I confider
myfelf at libertyto cenfult for my own health

‘and for myfelf. Still, however, I look upon it

as a facred duty, with which no fecondary con<
fidgration can come in competition in-my mind,
to continue, while I may, to render my pre-

fent fervices to- this charity. When it fhall be

my lot to quit this office, it is a refletion I
thall carry with me, that it has been my occu-
pation, for feven years, to rear this favourite
child beyond the dangers of infancy. This
numerous family I have long regarded as my
own. ¢ I feel all that intereft in its welfare
and progreflive fuccefs, which arifes from my.

fituation, from the years I have fpent, and the

toil I have beftowed on this favousite.objeét *.” -
Thefe children are, indeed, now mine by a

" thoufand ties! I have for them a parental af-

. fe&ion, which has grown upon me every year; -

for them I have made fuch facrifices as parents:
have not always occafion to. make to their
children. And the nearer the period approaches
when I muft, for a while at leaft, feparate my-

+ felf from them, the more I feel the pang I

fhall fuffer in tearing myfelf: from this chdrge,
and the anxious thoughts I fhall throw back

$ Report, 1ft July, 1793,
. D . upon

3
)
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“upon thefe children, when I thall ceafe to be

" their protetor; their guide, 'and their in--

ftru&tor. .

With thefe fentiments I commend them to-

~ ALMIGHTY GOD, and to your fatherly
prote&ion and care.

28th June, 1796, (Signed) A. BELL.

APPENDIX.

To the Rev. Dr. BELr, Egmore.
"SIR, .
' T siave much pleafure in tranf-
mitting to you the inclofed copy of refolutions

paffed at the General Meeting of the Prefident, -
Vice-Prefidents, and Directors, of the Male

Orphan Afylum, on Wednefday laft the 13th

inftant; and, in confequence of the latter re-

folution, requeft to be favoured with thé requi-

fite information of the fhip on which it may be

your wifh to proceed to Europe.
" T have the pleafure to be, Sir, i
Your very obedient fervant,
(Signed) F. PiercEe, Aéting Sec. Male
Orphan Afylum.
Madras, 4 Jan. 1796. '
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Egmore, 1 3th January, 17¢5.-

THE Prefident, Vice-Prefidents, and Di-
reCtors, of the Male Orphan Afylum, taking
into confideration the intimafion received from
the Rev. Dr. Bell of his intended departure for
Europe, by which the inititution will be de-
prived of the further benefit of his immediate
¢are and fuperintendence, do come to the fol-
lIowing refolutions : .

1. That, under the immediate care and fu-
‘perintendance of the Rev. Dl:. Bell, and the
‘wife and judicious regulations which he has efta-
blithed for the education of the boys, this iri-
ftitution has been brought to a degree of per-

‘ feQion and promifing utility far exceeding what
" the moft fanguine hopes could have ﬁrggeﬁed at
the time of its eftablithment: and

‘That, therefore, the Rev. Dr. Bell is entitled
“to the fulleft approbation of this meeting for
his zealous and difinterefted conduét in the exe-
cution of fo difficult a charge finte the com-
» menéement of . the {chool ; and that he be ac-
cordingly requefted to accept their beft thanks,
“which the Secrctnry is defired to commumcate
6 the Rev. Dr. Bell.

II. Refolved, That™ the Diretors of. this
chanty take it upon themfelves to provide a.

D2 . convenicat.



: (£ 40 )
. convenient paffage for Dr. Bell to Europe, on
any fhip ke may with to go on. By order,
~ (Signed.) Freperic Pierce, AQting Sec.
© M. O. Afylom.

. . To Captain PiercE, AQ. Sec. M.,O. Afylum,
SIR, ) ' o
THE obliging manger in which -
_pou have tranfmitted to me the refolutions of
the Prefident, Vice-Prefidents, and DireQors,
of the Male Afylum, at the General Meeting
of 13th Jan. 1796, has my warmeft acknow-
Jedgments; -and I requeft you will in.seply lay
before them the accompanying letier.

1 4ball have o occafion to tropble.yon-in the
afair of my palfage to Europe, as, with the
.deepeft fenfc of the honour done .me, I do °
pot conceive myfelf at liberty to accept this
yery honousable teftimony, which bas been
.awarded to me, of the approval of my corduct
_in the chagge «f this chatity. Iam, S,

- Egmore,. . Your racft obedignt fexvant.
18th Jan. ay96. 45igued) A. BeLL,

To the Right Hon. the Prefident, Vice-Prefi-
~ dents, and’Dire&tors, of the Male Afylum.

!My Lad snd Gentlemen,
I . Y/OUR fentiments ef the fervices
d Mzbocn cnabled to_tender in charge of the
Male



( 41) -

Male Afylum, as expreffed at the Genéral
Meeting after the annual examination of the
fchool, in your Refolutions of 13th Jan. 1746,
and conveyed to.me by the Aéting Secretary,
Captain Pierce, are pleafing and grateful to mne-
beyond exprefion. A teftimony ‘of fuch higl
authority, and in-{uch flattering terms, fup-
plles whatever was wantmg to fill up the mea-
fure of my. fatisfaction in the office I have fo-
long-difcharged.

‘When | have contemplated rhe uniform proe
grefs of the fcheol, and feen the vices incident
to the former fituations of thefe youths gra-

- dually vanithing, their morals and.conduét ap-
proaching nearer and nearer every. year to: what

- I would have them-to be, and the chara&er of

a race .of children in. a. manner changed; I
could not Hcl'p imagining, at times, that I re~
garded the work, in-whiclt 1 had' fo earneftly
engaged, with-the fond partiality of a parent, who:
" beholdsin a: favourite child: beauties -andquali{ies
which efcape every other eye. The opinion,

now folemnly announced. to me, of thefe who-

have the befl accefs to know; and are the beft
qualified' to- judge,. removes from my mind alk:

diftruft of this kind, and leaves my gratificationt:

unallayed by any other, confideration than the
neceflity of feparating 'myfelf. for a while from.
this-happy fcene, - - : ’

Dj3 . . But
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" But it is not the feelings, of the lieart which
alone fpeak on this occation. My fincere ac-
knowledgments extend to the moft important
interefts of the fchool wnder your -patrenage.
‘The attention you have fhewn to -every pro-
pofal for improving the licalth, the mosals, and
the right education, of thefe youths; and the
eountenance and fupport you have given to my
unequal exertions, have enabled me to oves-
come difficulties, under which I might other-
wife have funk; to furmount obftacles which
often impeded my progrefs; and to reach that
goal, of which I was at times afraid I fhould be
conftrained to ftop fhort—the completion of
that fyttem which, with your confent and ap-
probation, I endeavoured to eftablith.

The tender made to me, on the part of the
DireQors, of their good offices * in providing
a conwenient paffage for me to Europe an any
thip I may wifh to go on,” I efteem as a ful)-
ftantial proof of their good withes, and I fhould,

_ if at liberty, be proud to accept this kind offer.
. 'When on the foundation of this inflitution,
you conferred on me the honour of fuperintend-
ing this feminary, I entered upon the charge
- with the ftipulation, which you then grauted ta
my requeft, of declining the falary you Liad pre-
pofed to apnex ta the office ; and as I bave never

changcd my oplmon on that fubje, I bope for . -
8

yous

,
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your further indulgence on thisoccafion, wheg,
with the deepeft fenfe of the delicate and oblig~
ing mapner in which you have awarded to me
a -remuneration under another fhape, | con~
tinue ta decline the acceptance, frem this cha~
rity, of whatever 1 could conftzue intoa pecy~
wiary emalushent. The flate of the fchool, the:
flourithing conditian of its funds, and the fanc
tion of your approbation, are the rewards of
which alone I 2:n ambitious to baaft.
- May ALMIGHTY GOD long profper
your endeavours, and render this feminhry x
public blefling, by training up the rifing gene-
ration to imegrity and indoftry, veracity and:
temperance, and by infhilling into. the infant
mind the pureft principles. of our holy re-
ligion, the beft friend of our happy conftitution,
- and of the good order, the peace, and. the wel-
fare of fociety. I have thehonour to be, -

- My Lord and Gentlenen,
- With the greatetk refpe&t and confideration,,
. Egnore; yoar moft abedient fervant,,
18th Jan. 1796, : (Signed) A.BkLi.

E To the Rew. Dr. Berr.,

. Reserend Sir, o

; ' WE, the Mafiers of the Afy
Jurm, who have hagd the bonour of being under
your diseclion during the time we have heon
employedas teachers, being apprifed of the lefs we
renft thortly futain by yourdeclinisg the arduows

o tafk
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tafk’of the tuition of this fcliool, which you 6. - -

long upheld by your indefatigable attention i
eftablifhing the gentle-and pious orderwhich now
fubfifts throughout the whote; we therefore
moft humbly requeft, Reverend Sir, you will be

pleafed to accept our moft grateful acknowledg-
ments foryourunexampled affiduity in promoting, -

our welfare, as well as that of the whole fchool. -
- We have the honour to be, Reverend: Sir,

your moft obedient, humble fervants,. -

(Signed] F. Jounson, J. Mackay,

Mal: Afylum, R.TayLoR, and J.Broom: -
22d Jan.1795. ’ )

To Meflis. F. Jouwson, j Mackay, R..
TayLor, and J. Broop. .
T HTIS frec-will offering of the

Matfters of the Male Afylum is the more wel--
ceme to Dr. Bell; as it affords him a proof that .

they confider their intereft and happinefs intis
mately blended with the progrefs of the fchool.
in good morals, good conduét; and right edu-
cation’; and-they may be-affured that the conti--

nuance of fach fentiments, and' aGing upon.

them, will, with the blefling of God, which they.
will never ceafe to implore, enfure the happjeft.

confequerices to this infant: eftablifhment, and’

recommend themfelves to the Dire€tors of this
inftitution, and the future Superintendant; better
than any words he may be able to employ.

Egmore, 22d.Jan, 1796, - EXTRACTS
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EXTRACTS of LETTERS from W, Sxirs
to Dr. BELL. (See page 20th,) .

Revarend Sir, . evavelli Fort, 8th April, 1794
- . I'TAKE the liberty to inform you-that we .
arrived hete. the 28¢h ultimo, without any . pansicular occurrence
in the way. The day after.our-arrival we made our ‘firft vifit to
the Sultaun, and he efrtertained us at his. court 'for upwards of
three howrs.
On ¢he 11t Joftant Captain Doveton fent me an order to open

" $be boxes,-and lay omtahe machives, 1o dhew thesr to the-Sultaun.

Accordingly on the 3d:d wwas fent for, and [ exbibitcd the following
saperiments, wix. bead.nod wig, dancing images, - clodsic o,

’ mn Hred, Gmall eeaiver and iand,  cnsphenms, Asshiraedess

fosent, . fyphes, Tantalus's Cup, water-pump, pomlenfing engise,
‘lic Lapta Dom%on'nsmt. mdiexghaiand, £.1 went ai,
to the Sultaun,asho hesginen ws an indwacs.of bisbeing.acquaintsd
mith dame of thefc experimantse e has. faewn: vs. aanndenfing,
engine made by hinablf, which fpowed wawe highar shan ques. Jlie
defived 19e so teach: two men, hisweurtngs.
. Onthe yth I was again dent for, and. the follewiag weve onhie -
bited : twenbler and bails, feating-wax, swelkie men fhodked, among
arhom. wiese fevesal ' khans -oud-vaskeels—ele€ric Rool ; .a-man of
emineat yank @ood, -and -the Sultaun -applicd his hand: abobrvhe
#0an 1o seceive dhacks. Inflmmmable air fived ; at arhishvhe. wis
shanifhed sr-fuft, and:afterwards groatly plesfud: - Bladder burhti;
after which he applied his hand upon the receiver ; -dsladder :and
waight. .meumatic bell § smiorofsope ; mechanical powers. At hig
awn, seguedt the fallowing were. cubibited : -Syphon, Awhimededls
fezew, mater Piamp, Famalus's cup, and ceadenfing sngine.: Cap~
#ain Doveson wes not peofent.  Fhe Suktapn wabked ropnd the
dafisumeats, ond handied &exeral appesatin. Hie defirad sncrmon
than. enge to Seach 2 man, whe profefied feyezal mechanic asts,slge

Aaine ofithe fzphoo, srchimeses’s forew,and the water-pump.

Adar shesaperimants wese over, the Swhauo requefied me 40

' th« m&ws,mdwmnﬁd Ao fand with me ﬂmﬂq
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of hircarrabs to Kiftnagherry, the place I told*him where is my
employment as a writer, -

Iam now removed into the fort, where a very good place i
provided for me and the machines. ~ Tippoo Sultaun was pleafed
. to prefent me with a hundred rupees, which, except thirty, I have
delivered to Captain Doveton, in order'to have it conveyed to
Captain Read. I am, Rewerend Siry

With the moft fincere gratitude and refped,
i your very humble fervant,
(Signed) WiLL1am SmiTw,

Kiftnagherry, May 41h, 1794.——1I was nineteen days detained

in the fort of Devanelli, at which intesval of time I taught the’
-aruz-begs every experiment that the apparatus can admit of being

-performed.  The Sultaun was pleafed to fend me with an hircare

".rah and two fepoys to condu& me out of his country, whom 1

difmiffed at Ryacotah, with a receipt from Lieut. Macgregor, of

‘the 4th bat. of nat. inf. commanding Ryacotah.
Tripatore, 12th May, 1794.—1 have the honour to inform yow

i

that I arrived hero-the 6th inftant, and commenced writing for '

Captain Read, and to fuperintend the boys, Of fome particulars

.that occurred while I remained at Devanelli, aftet I wrote the

Jetter dated 8th April, I now. take the liberty to write gou.———.
~——=t would, I belicve, be otherwife, if I were to handle thofe

inftruments. But.the cafe was thus : the arua-begs were to pere

.form what, experiments they wanted to learn, while I, at the dife
tance of three or. four yards, monly to nnfonn them whcn they’
-wiere wrong.

The obje@ I had mvm,before L begun to make out dxrac’bous
how to perform.cxperiments, was, that if the Sultaun wanted- his
men to be taughe, I might have the dire&ions tranflated into'their
-language.  Accordingly I afked thale men if they wanted written

-direétions ; but they anfwored me,. that: they have no names te
- give to the apparatus, clfe thay would fet about tranflating it.

- May 28th. 1 'moft heartily -thank you for this. lat kind fa-
+vour (whic¢h I received.the 20th inftant), among many other-very
@rong proofs of yous attention and intereft towards my welfares
e and:

N
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and'T hope 1 will -always have it in the bett of my’ pawer to de. ¢
ferve fuch. ) :

1 wil, with the greateft pleafure, inform you whatever elfe
happened during my refidence in the Sultaun’s ‘country,

I can affure you that Tippoo Sultaun was mightily pleafed with
the ele@ric machine and the air pump, efpecially the ele@ric ma-
chine. He was prepared for every experiment 1 exhibited, except
the firing of the inflammable air,

I was greatly furprifed when he called out to thofe who were
jutt preparing hand in hand, in order to receive a thock, to ftand

* without emotion, and that they will prefently feel fomething fud-

denly pafls through them ; and when it was done he laughea much'
at their ftaring at one another without {peech. . .

_When 2 man ftood on the ftool, I gave him the large metallic -
knob into his hand ; but the Sultaun defired me to take it back
from him, telling me, at the fame time, that it is of no ufe, and
that the man’s fift is fufficient.

Tt did coft me feveral minutes before the firing of the inflam-
mable air proved fuccefsful (having never underflood that, by the
point of the difcharger applied to the knob of the piftol, I could
more effeCtually difcharge it than by the knab), during which in- -
terim he ‘was in a very impatient emotion; and when that was
done, it did indeed furprife him. He dofired mae to go over it
‘three times. s '

—I take the liberty o write for your information ths fami-
liar difcowfe Tippoo Sultaun was pleafed to enter into with-me, .
that took place at the clofe of the experiraents, -

.. There were fome filver trampcts newly made brought iri to him
for his infpe@ion, and.which he defired the trumpeters to found
Aasew and Jjaww, i.e. come and go. After which he atked me if
they were like thofe I faw at Madras. I anfwered, ¢« Yes; but
thofe at Madras are made of copper.” He afked me again, whe-
Ather the'tune were any thing like-what I have ever heards I an.
fwered, No. ¢ How then,” fays he, and prefently ordering the
isftrument to be put into my hands, defired me to blow, Itold
him very Eivilly, ihag Icould not blow, « No,” fays he, « you
could; what are you afraid of 2 ¥ told him again, that I fpoke

truth, -
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truth, and- that I was- brought up in-a fohos! where mvy mafter

informed me what lying was, and always punifhed thofe bbys that-

fpoke-uatruths. 'He begua again, in afking if I knew how the
trumpcets were ufod for fpeaking on board of fhipss - I. told~ hinw

that I never was.on: beard of Mips. ¢ Why” fays he, ¢ did

you. never.take a walk og. the fea-thore to fee fueh, things "
"6 Yes, Sir,” anfwerod- I, € 1 have. beea feveral times on the

fea-fhore, but the fhips are at a great diftance from: me; I can
hardly difocrn a man on the maftl or docki of a {Hjp” Quetion :

Whether only one fort of mufic, or mbre, art ufed at Madras ?

Aanf. Many of each fort, and- they are distinguithed. by thefe
names, vit. drume,. fifesy flutes, clarinets, French-hotn, and
bazoon. Queftion: On what occafion-do they ufe thefe mufics 3
Anf. For {oldicrs to mareh, to falute) to retrent, and fuch like,
The-fubje& on mufic he ended, and-the next was to this effe&.
He afked nre whether I am an Englilhman. I anfwered, . Yes;
but,that I am a native of India. Queftion: What employment
_ are thefe Emglithmen aed natives of India put into? Anf Firft -
they are put into.a fehool -inflituted by the: firkary and, at.the
ags of twelve or fourteen-years, - they are put out-in order to learn
trade or bufinefs—as a- mechanic, merchant, failor, wiiter, ands
fueb like. - Quet. Whether they are enified a5 foldiers ? Anf. No.

- Juoe 11the  After this the Sultaun. atofs (five hours being
elapfed) to quit the court, and defired the prefent (of a hundred
rupees) to be deliverod into my hands, with thefe words: ¢« This
is.given you as a profent for the trouble you took in performing -
thofe experiments, which verily pleafed me :** and a command, that
I-am to fluy in:the forr-ton-days : " After whichy” he continued,
«¢ I wil fead: you to Kiftnagherry: with- two hircarrabs, in-order
tdreondu® you: fafelytiwoogh my country.’ I returnedthe com~
phment with a.(alam, in the nsaveey I was inflroted, faying, thae
T-thankfulty accepe bis prefent, and aos willing to obey his cont-
mands. The languags which the Sultiun ufed: was the Carnatic
Malabar, Mine very littie differed-fromy hiss  Poornhia’ was the
interpreter of fuch terms ag the Sultium did not wmderftand; and
Qapt. Doveten favoured me -with his butler (who underftood and
fpolke - the: Moor: language- te - perfefion) to hdp me in going-
through the experiments. . :
_THE END.
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